
 Student Senate 
September 11, 2012 

J.W. Jones Student Union 
Boardroom, 7:00 p.m. 

I. Opening 
a. Call to Order 
b. Pledge of Allegiance 
c. Roll Call: Senators Peitzmeier (Mel), Smith (Liz), Kunkel, Corbett, Peitzmeier 

(Abby), Garrett, and DeMarr were not in attendance. 
 

II. Hearing of Agenda Related Items 
III. President’s Report 

a. Fall Election 
i. Information Sessions: Tonight following the meeting and tomorrow at 

5pm Meeting Room C 
ii. Voting begins Monday at 8 am on CATPaws 

b. Advocacy Hour 
i. Last week’s question was: What can we as a senate do to increase voter 

registration? 
1. Some people responded that they were already registered but want 

to know how to get absentee ballot, and others just wanted it to be 
easier for out of state students to be able to vote. 
 

ii. This week’s question will be emailed out. 
IV. Vice President’s Report 

a. Committee Placements 
i. Committee placements are now done, co-chairs make sure you are 

utilizing your committees.  Also associate members will get assigned to 
committees once they are sworn in. 
 

b. We have had a lot of people apply to be associate members already and they will 
be sworn in next meeting. 

 
V. Secretary’s Report 

a. Additions, corrections, deletions to the minutes of the last meeting? There were 
none. 

b. Correspondence: There were none 
c. Make sure if you haven’t signed up for your office hours that you do so!  Senators 

are required to work one office hour per week and co-chairs will need to work 
two.  

VI. Treasurer’s Report 
a. Balance- $30,891.60 
b. Balance is placed on file, subject to audit 

VII. Committee Reports 
a. Events Planning 

i. Meetings- Thursdays at 5pm  
ii. Dance Marathon Friday, Sept. 21st from 7-12.  There will be a cash prize 

for most involved organization based on percentage.  We are teaming up 



with x106, Dance Company, and other organizations to put on this event.  
Everyone please get excited and spread the word! 

iii. Family Weekend Pancake breakfast will be Saturday, Sept. 29th from 
7:30-11 at the Alumni House. 

b. Public Relations 
i. Let other organizations know that we are trying to help them out by 

promoting their events on our social media. 
ii. Upcoming Election (September 17-21) 

1. Spread the word about voting for the fall elections. 
iii. Committee Meeting- Tuesdays at 4pm in the Senate office 

c. Student Affairs 
i. Constituency reports are done the link will be sent out for you to send on 

to your organizations and other constituents. 
d. Governmental Affairs 

i. We are continuing to work on Project Vote Northwest with other 
committees. 

ii. Committee Meeting- Thursdays at 3:30 pm in the Senate Office 
e. Organizational Affairs 

i. New Program for organizational information 
1. Eliminates Google Docs 
2. Puts everything on one server 
3. Co-curricular transcripts- request transcript of  all activities 

f. Civic Service 
i. Blood Drive (Sept. 25, 27, and 28) Promotional Update 

1. Info tables Tues-Thurs 11-2 on the first floor of the union. 
ii. Posters are in the Senate office.  Please pick them up and spread the word 

about the blood drive, the blood center is very low on units right now so 
we need this to be the largest blood drive yet. 

VIII. University Committees 
IX. Student Liaison 

a. City Council Meetings 9/10/12 
i. Bar age 

1. Haven’t come to a decision on that yet. 
ii. They are talking about maybe making a law that will prohibit drinking in 

public. 
iii. Maryville is getting a new city sign near the south end of time and may 

include Northwest in some way.  They have a few designs narrowed 
down, but haven’t decided yet. 

X. Student Regent 
a. CBHE endorses tobacco tax that will be on the ballot this November. This tax will 

bring in 84 million in extra revenue. 
b. Board meeting this Thursday in the gym in Brown Hall.  Please come or I will fill 

you in next week. 
XI. RHA- They meet Wednesdays at 5pm in the Station Room Center. 
XII. SAC 
XIII. Chief of Staff 
XIV. Parliamentarian- search is on hold until after freshman elections 
XV. Organizational Information 



a. 5th annual Phi Mu’s Jennifer Shaw Shur 5k will be Sept. 22nd at 9 am. It will be 
$10 for students and $20 for adults, free lunch and t-shirt included.  Info tables 
will be on the bottom floor of the union the 19-21st for people to register. 

b. Common Ground is having a barbeque this Friday 4 pm at the Pavilion. 
XVI. Unfinished Business 

a. Budget Approval 
i. Senator Smith (Ryan) moved to untable voting.  The motion was seconded 

by Senator McCoy. 
ii. Treasurer Spinner ran through the budget in detail.  There was some 

discussion. Senator McCoy moved to approve the budget, and Senator 
Wood seconded the motion.  The motion passed and the budget was 
approved after a voice vote. 

XVII. New Business 
a. Incentive for dance marathon, prize to organization for most participation: voting 

on how to allocate money to the organization that has the most participation by 
percentage.  All organizations that stay for the full event entered into a drawing.   
Uhing to table for next week 

XVIII. Hearing of Non-Agenda Related Items 
XIX. Closing 

a. Announcements  
b. BSU comedy improv at 7pm this Friday at the BSU. 
c. Dr. Baker: During the Senate meetings listen for important things that could 

impact you as students.  It’s really easy to not pay attention and just listen, but 
you need to debate, learn, agree, compromise.  Participate and don’t just let the 
issues pass you, by stay engaged. Ask questions, challenge and be challenged 

d. Inspiration: Jennifer McCoy- I went on a mission trip to Africa this summer and I 
participated in a tradition called attai- it is three rounds of drinking tea that got 
sweeter as it went on. It symbolized friendship and the longer they last the 
sweeter they get.  Don’t take your friendships for granted even when you have 
busy schedules like most of us do. 

e. Inspiration for next week: Tori Cantrell 
f. The meeting was adjourned after a motion by Senator McCoy and seconded by 

Senator Raffety. 
 


