Northwest Missouri State University DPD Program

I. Program Mission Statement:
In accordance with the vision and mission of Northwest Missouri State University, the philosophy of the Food and Nutrition program is to provide quality education experiences, which are student-centered, and maintain commitment to continuous improvement.  The mission of the Food and Nutrition program is to prepare competent and productive members of the nutrition and food service profession. These graduates will emulate the dietetics profession through membership in the Academy of Dietetics and Nutrition, and annual completion of continuing education activities.  The graduates, as professionals, will perform as enablers to help individuals and families sustain and enhance their quality of life in a dynamic world. 

Dietetics (DPD program) The mission of the Didactic Program in Dietetics is to instill in dietetics graduates a desire to be life-long learners, leaders, to prepare them for dietetics internships and to deliver food and nutrition services throughout society and across the lifespan to sustain or enhance their quality of life. 


II. Goals and outcomes:
Goals and outcomes:
The goals for the DPD program at Northwest are appropriate for the mission of the present program and are consistent with the vision of the University and mission of the School of Health Science and Wellness.*  They are:

Goal 1. The DPD program will prepare competent graduates with the knowledge and skills to be successful in dietetic internships or post-secondary schooling or employment in a food and nutrition related field.
Outcome Measures:
a. Over the next seven years or assessment period, the program’s one-year pass rate (graduates who pass the registration exam within one year of first attempt) on the CDR credentialing exam for dietitian nutritionists is at least 80%.    
b. Over the next seven years or assessment period, 60% of DPD graduates will apply to a supervised practice program prior to or within 12 months of graduation.
c. Supervised practice acceptance rate: Over the next seven years or assessment period, 80% of program graduates, that apply to supervised practice programs, will be admitted within 12 months of graduation.
d. Over the next seven years or assessment period, 80% of those who did not apply to supervised practice programs will have entered post-secondary educational programs or entered employment in a food or nutrition related position/field.
e. On the graduate exit survey, of the graduates who respond, 80% will rate the program as satisfactory or better.
f. On the 6 month DPD graduate follow-up survey, of the graduates that respond, 80% will rate their preparation satisfactory or better. 
g. The rating by supervised practice directors and employers, who respond, on satisfactory preparation of our graduates will be a 3 or better on a five-point scale.
h. At least 80% of DPD students will complete the program/degree requirements within 6 years (150% of the program length).
Goal 2. The DPD will prepare graduates to emulate the dietetics profession through membership in the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics (AND), to be leaders and develop a commitment to working with families and individuals to sustain or enhance their quality of life.
a. Seventy five percent of the DPD graduates will be members of the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics.
b. Seventy five percent of the graduates, who respond, will indicate some form of continuing education within one year of graduation, and/ or have held leadership roles or offices.
c. Seventy percent of graduates, who respond, within 12 months of graduation, will agree that they are still committed to helping families and individuals with their quality of life.
*Data collected and showing achievement of program goals is available to ACEND and the public upon request.

III. Accreditation Status
The Didactic program in Dietetics at Northwest Missouri State University has been granted accreditation by the Accreditation Council for Education in Nutrition and Dietetics (ACEND) of the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics. The address for ACEND is:

Accreditation Council for Education in Nutrition and Dietetics 
Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics (AND)
120 Riverside Plaza, Suite 2000
Chicago, IL    60606-6995
312-899-0040 ext. 5400
Email:	ACEND@eatright.org
Web site: https://www.eatrightpro.org/acend
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