A GUIDE TO YOUR 2021-22
FINANCIAL AID OFFER
Congratulations on your acceptance to Northwest Missouri State University!
Your award offer was recently emailed to you.
To access your award offer in CatPAWS:
1. Go to nwmissouri.edu
2. Click Menu & Search

Menu & Search
is under
this icon
3. Click LOGIN
4. Select CatPAWS
5. Select Login/Enter Secure Area
a. Your login is your 919 User ID number

Financial Aid 101
Paying for a college education may seem like a real challenge,
but we are here to assist you. In this brochure, you will find some
basic information about the financial aid process and types of aid
available at Northwest.

More than
6. Once logged in, select Financial Aid
Bobby T. Bearcat

$20 million

in scholarships and grants
awarded annually

The right sizE
MORE THAN

7,200
7. Select Award, then Award by Aid Year
8. Select Aid Year: 2021-2022 Aid Year

9. Award Overview will display your aid offer summary

students
More than

120
MajorS

Below is a sample of how your financial aid offer will appear. This chart explains the sections in detail. For more

information or if you have questions, contact the Office of Scholarships and Financial Assistance at finaid@nwmissouri.edu,
660.562.1363 or 800.633.1175.
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Estimated Cost of Attendance (COA)
Tuition and Fees
Other Course Fees
Housing and Meals
Estimated Billable Expenses

$10,625.00
$169.00
$9,827.00
$20,621.00

Educational Supplies
Transportation Expenses
Personal Expenses
Estimated Total Cost of Attendance

$400.00
$1,000.00
$1,575.00
$23,596.00

1

2

Billable expenses are items you are charged by
Northwest, such as tuition and fees. Housing and
meals are charged only if you live on campus.

Non-billable expenses are allowances for other

items and may vary based on your needs. Northwest
will not bill you for these items.

Estimated Total Cost of Attendance (COA): While reviewing your award letter, remember the importance of separating amounts you

pay directly to Northwest from other indirect costs. Additional information about tuition and fees is available on the Student Account Services
website nwmissouri.edu/studentaccounts/index.htm.

Financial Need Analysis (if applicable)
Estimated Total Cost of Attendance
Award Period EFC (from FAFSA)
Estimated Additional Resources
Calculated Financial Need
=
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4 Expected Family Contribution (EFC): A measure or index of
$23,596.00
5305
$.00
$18,291.00

how much the student and family can afford to contribute to the
cost of education for the year. The EFC is calculated according
to a federal formula and is based upon the information provided
during the FAFSA filing process. It is used to calculate eligibility
for need-based aid and does not indicate your cost or the
amount of aid you will receive.

Grant and Scholarship Eligibility
Fall 2021
Federal Pell Grant
Accepted
$573.00
Missouri Access Grant
Accepted
$1,000.00
Tower Scholar
Accepted
$1,000.00
NW A+ Scholarship
Estimated
$750.00
American Dream Grant
Accepted
$1,990.00
Total Grants and Scholarships
Estimated Net Cost (COA minus total grants and scholarships)

Spring 2022
$572.00
$1,000.00
$1,000.00
$750.00
$1,990.00

Summer 2022

Total
$1,145.00
$2,000.00
$2,000.00
$1,500.00
$3,980.00
$10,625.00
$12,971.00

Estimated Net Cost: Amount of direct and indirect costs remaining after all gift aid (scholarships and grants) is subtracted.
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Options to pay remaining costs: Financial aid in the form of student employment or loans. Loans are used to help pay the remaining
net costs after gift aid is deducted.

Student employment earnings (including work-study awards) are not deducted from billed costs and are paid directly to the student in
the form of wages.
The US Department of Education charges a small origination fee. For more information, visit
studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans/interest-rates#fees.

Options To Pay Remaining Costs
Federal Work-Study Eligibility
Subsidized Loan
Unsubsidized Loan
Parent PLUS Loan Eligibility
Total Financial Aid Award
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Offered
Accepted
Accepted
Offered

Fall 2021
$1,200.00
$1,750.00
$1,000.00
$2,536.00

Spring 2022
$1,200.00
$1,750.00
$1,000.00
$2,535.00

Summer 2022

Total
$2,400.00
$3,500.00
$2,000.00
$5,071.00
$23,596.00

Information about your awards, including instructions about how to accept or decline any offered awards.
Accepted awards will be processed for you and do not require any action. To accept or decline any offered awards, log into CatPAWS and
navigate to Financial Aid > Award > Accept Award by Aid Year. For additional information on this process, review our guide to your Financial Aid
Offer.
Please use the CatPAWS process to inform Northwest of any scholarships or private resources you will receive that are not listed. Receipt of aid
not reported to our office may impact your eligibility for aid listed on this award letter. Please submit all private scholarship checks to the Office of
Scholarships and Financial Assistance.

Financial Aid Checklist

☐ Complete your Free Application for Federal Student Aid at fafsa.ed.gov
☐
☐
☐
☐

(Northwest school code is 002496).

Respond to any request to verify information submitted on the FAFSA.
Search and apply for private scholarships.
Apply for admission by April 1 for A+ scholarship consideration.
Review and accept financial aid offer in CatPAWS.
(Merit scholarships are awarded for fall 2021. Apply by May 1 to guarantee
scholarship award eligibility.)

☐ Submit private scholarship information in CatPAWS and send check to the
Office of Scholarships and Financial Assistance.

☐ Request final high school transcripts be sent to Northwest by recommended
date of Aug. 15.

☐ Attend Summer Orientation, Advisement and Registration (SOAR) in June or
July.

☐ Review your University bill sent in the mail in July.
What is financial aid?
Financial aid is money available from federal, state, institutional and private sources to help students and their families meet
college costs. Financial assistance is designed to assist families in paying for the cost of attending college.

Scholarships
Scholarships consist of gift aid that does not have to be repaid. Renewal criteria is contingent on the scholarship. For specific
renewal information, visit nwmissouri.edu/finaid/Freshman.htm.

Grants
Grants are need-based gift aid that does not have to be repaid such as the Federal Pell Grant, Missouri Access Grant or Federal
Supplemental Education Opportunity Grant (SEOG).
Work Study: The Federal Work-Study program is need-based while the student employment program is available to all students
regardless of their financial aid eligibility. Students are responsible for finding their Northwest employment and will receive a
monthly paycheck (via direct deposit) for hours worked. To learn about student employment opportunities on the Northwest
campus, visit nwmissouri.edu/hr/student.

Loans
Loans are borrowed money that must be repaid, with interest.
• Subsidized loans: Loans available to students who demonstrate financial need, based on information submitted on the
FAFSA.
• Unsubsidized loans: Loans that are not need-based. Students are responsible for accrued interest on these loans during
all periods.
• Parent PLUS loans: A loan taken out in the parent’s name to fill the gap in the bill and the cost of attendance.
• To apply for a Parent PLUS loan, your parent will need to go to studentaid.gov, sign in with FSA ID, select “Apply for
Aid” and then click “Apply for a PLUS Loan.” If the parent who signed the FAFSA is not completing the PLUS request,
the other parent can request an FSA ID at fsaid.ed.gov.

Borrowing Tips
It is encouraged that students only borrow the minimal amount needed to cover education-related expenses.

Facebook group incoming class of 2021
Join the Northwest Missouri State University Incoming Class
of 2021 Facebook group to learn more about topics such as
• Financial Aid
• Residential Life
• Student Success
• Summer Orientation, Advisement and Registration (SOAR)
• Student organizations

96% of graduates
find a job or continue their

education within six months of graduation

More than

1,200 student
EMPLOYMENT

Complete
30

positions
available on
campus

Complete 30

Average in-state

Develop a plan with your advisor to complete 30 credit hours
each academic year to achieve timely degree completion.

undergraduate

award

$3,974

86%

of first-time freshmen
receive some form of
financial aid

Textbooks and laptop
rental programs save
Average
Out-of-State students more than

$7,200 over
$8,928 four years
undergraduate

award

We are here for you CONTACT INFORMATION
Scholarships and Financial Assistance

Scholarships, loans, grants, federal work study..................................................................................660.562.1363

Student Account Services and Cashiering
Billing, refunds and payment arrangement..........................................................................................660.562.1578

Student Success Center
Course schedule changes, Advantage and advisement..................................................................660.562.1695

Residential Life and Auxiliary Services
Room selection, room changes and meal plan...................................................................................660.562.1214

University Police.....................................................................................................................................660.562.1254

