Teacher Leader Program
at Northwest Missouri State University

Cohort 2 Begins Summer 2017
The Teacher Leader Program coursework aligns with the Architecture of Accomplished
Teaching designed by the National Board of Professional Teaching Standards

All faculty have
completed certification
and renewal for National
Board Certification.

National Board
Certification helps meet
higher standards
in the teaching
profession

Most districts offer
yearly incentives for
teacher leaders that
achieve National
Board Certification

Teacher leaders analyze
and reflect to validate
their impact on student
achievement.

Research indicates that
students in a classroom
led by a National Board
Certified teacher out
perform their peers

Program Admission Requirements:
• Complete a free, online application at:  http://www.nwmissouri.edu/admissions/apply/index.htm#i
• Must have three years of teaching experience prior to entering the program in order to apply for the National Board Certification process.
• Must submit a writing sample answering a prompt prior to beginning coursework.  It is expected the candidate score a 3.5 or above on a 5.0 rubric on the writing
sample.  
• A minimum overall grade point average of 2.75 on the undergraduate transcript.  
• A minimum overall grade point average of 2.75 on any graduate work completed prior to entry into the Teacher Leader Program.
• Current and valid teaching certificate on file.
• Official copies of all transcripts from undergraduate and graduate coursework at previously attended institutions. (Undergraduates of Northwest Missouri State
University do not need to submit Northwest transcripts.)
• One letter of reference from a school administrator who can write about the potential to become a teacher leader.
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For candidates seeking a Master’s degree while simultaneously working on National Board Certification components.

Phase I: 10 hours
Summer 2017-Fall 2017

Phase II: 10 hours
Spring 2018-Summer 2018

Phase III: 10 hours
Fall 2018-Spring 2019

Architecture of Accomplished
Teaching

Theory and Practice of
Accomplished Teaching

Analysis of and Reflection on
Accomplished Teaching

Summer 2017

Spring 2018

Fall 2018

3 hours

June
Role and Practice of a Teacher Leader

3 hours

Educational Theory Applied to
Practice

3 hours

Differentiation and Technology in
Instruction

2 hours

July
The School Community: Examining
Diversity and Bias

2 hours

Content Knowledge: Competency
through Assessment and Resources

2 hours

Effective and Reflective Practitioner

2 hours

August-October (Block 1):
Teacher Leader Action Research

3 hours

Assessment and Data-Driven
Decision-making

3 hours

January-February (Block 1):
Partnering with Communities and
Families

3 hours

October-December (Block 2):
Differentiation through Instructional
Strategies

2 hours

Effective Teaching Practice

2 hours

March-May (Block 2):
Retrospective on Accomplished
Teaching

Fall 2017

Summer 2018

Spring 2019

All students admitted to the program may take one 3-hour course elective OR transfer in one 3-hour course with approval
of program coordinator.

For graduate candidates who already hold a Master’s degree in education; participate in a
sequence of four courses that assist in working on National Board Certification components.
These courses are:
• Role and Practice of a Teacher Leader – June 2017
• Differentiation through Instructional Strategies – Fall 2017 (2nd block)
• Effective Teaching Practice – Spring 2018 (1st block)
• Content Knowledge:  Competency through Assessment and Resources – Spring 2018 (2nd block)
Of course, these candidates are welcome to enroll in any of our preparation coursework.  

Graduation requirements include:
• Completion and submission of all components of the National Board Certification requirements as
they are completed during coursework.  
• Successful completion of an oral defense in the semester prior to graduation (Spring 2019).  
Please note: In addition to the tuition paid for the Master’s degree there are fees associated with
completion of the requirements for National Board Certification.  Completion of this degree does not
guarantee passing the components for National Board Certification.
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