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How to create an assignment

Go to Assignments using

the Assignment Button. Click on the ‘Create Assignment’ Button.

= Intro Spring > Assighments

arch for Assignment + Group + Assignment 3
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i Attendance Group 2% of Total + e
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Dashboard Grades
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# = Pre-Course Grou -
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Northwest Online Profile Quiz S 'I:I'
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> Assignments > Create new >

How to create an assignment

Sample Turnitin Assignment

On the ‘Create New Assignment’
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Submit your essay in this dropbox by the due date

Title of Assighment

Instructions
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Assignment Group (if you use groups)
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[] Do not count this assignment towards the final grade

How to create an assignment

Submission Type
External Tool v

External Tool Options

On the ‘Create NeW ASSign ment’ Enter or find an External Tool URL
Page add: & | nitphww.example.com/aunch Find

. ] Load This Tool In A New Tab
External Tool Option
(neXt page Of PPT) Moderated Grading [ Allow a moderator to review multiple independent

grades for selected submissions

Assign
9" Assignto

Everyone x

Moderated Grading Option

Due

Mar 15, 2017 at 11:59pm

Wed Mar 15, 2017 11:59pm

Available from

WhO SmeitS aSSignment Jan 9, 2017 at until | Apr 28, 2017 :

Mon Jan 9, 2017 Fri Apr 28, 2017 11:59pm

+Add

Dates
(Ava] labi l]ty Opt]on) [ Notify users that this content has changed cancel Save & Publish




How to create an assighnment

Configure External Tool

On the ‘External Tool’ Page:

@@ Select a tool from the list below, or enter a URL for an

external tool you already know is configured with Basic LTl to SC ro l l d own an d f-i N d t h e

add a link to it to this module.

Online Tutoring Turnltin.com external tool entry.

Smarthinking Qnline Tutoring

Roll Call . . L
A very handy tool for creating seating charts and H]ghl]ght by Cl]Ck]ng on tOOl

keeping track of attendance.

Turnitin

Leading academic plagiarism checker technology for C l] C k Se leCt

teachers and students. Online plagiarizm detection,

WeBWork

Cance




H OW to C re ate a n aSSi gn m e n t [J Do not count this assignment towards the final grade

Submission Type
External Tool ~

External Tool Options

Enter or find an External Tool URL

& hitps://api turnitin.com/apitiiip0/assig | Find

You are returned to ‘Create New

ASSignment’ Page [ Load This Tool In A New Tab

Exte rnal Tool Opt-ion Moderated Grading [ Allow a moderator fo review multiple independent

grades for selected submissions

is now visible
ASSIBN | assign to
Everyone 4
. o . Due
When satisfied with your setup o 15 2017t 11 500
settings click ‘Save’ or
‘Save and Publish’. Avaiiable rom
an 9. 2017 at until  Apr 28, 2017 &
4+ Add

[ Notify users that this content has changed cancel Save & Publish




How to create an assighnment

You will now see the assignment page.

signments > Sample Turnltin Assignment

Submit your essay in this dropbox by the due date

LU Assignment Inbox Settings

There's nothing here yet.

Submissions will appear here once students have started to submit to the assignment.

# Edit Assignment Settings

€9 Speed Grader™

To re-edit your
assighment settings, click
on the ‘Edit Assignment
Settings’

Helpdesk button take
to Turnltin.com help
resource page.

To check or edit specia
Turnltln.com settings,
click on ‘Settings’
button. (Next page in
PPT)




How to create an assighment

ssignments » Sample Turnltin Assignment

Special Turnltin.com Settings

Submit your essay in this dropbox by the due date

CheCk Start Date &) Assignmentinbox  Seftings Helpdesk @
(usual default is day/time of creatiuin)

@ Some settings have been disabled and can only be changed in the learning management system. 4

Check Feedback Release Date

) 9 Title © Max Grade
(usual default is due date)
Sample Turnltin Assignment 100
© Instritesigns B Start Date
Additional Instruction¥egAssignment if you want to add some | B 2017-01-0017:34

Additional Instructions

(optional - appears on submit page) © Due Date
Bl | 2017-03-1523:59

. . © Feedback Release Date
Submission Types

Bl | 2017-03-1523:59

© Allow submission of any file type?

) Yes (@ Mo

Optlonal SettlngS #* Optional Settings

(Next PPT Screen)



How to create an assighment

Special Turnltin.com Optional Settings

Late Submissions
Sources for comparison

Resubmissions

Various Setting Options

Peer Grading via Turnltin.com

@ Allow late submissions?

() Yes @ Mo
@ Compare submitted papers against the following sources:

Student paper repository
Current and archived web site content

Periodicals, journals and publications

© Originality Report generation and resubmissions

Generate reports immediately (resubmissions are allowed until due date)

@ Exclude bibliographic materials from Similarity Index for all papers in this assignment?

) Yes (@ MNo

© Exclude quoted materials from Similarity Index for all papers in this assignment?

() Yes @ Mo

@ Exclude small matches?

() Yes @ MNo

@ Allow students to view Originality Reports?

® Yes (O MNo

© Submissions to this assignment will be stored in:
Standard paper repository

© Add PeerMark assignments

O Yes @ MNo

© Attach a rubric to this assignment



How to create an assignmep

@ Attach a rubric to this assignment

Mote: students will be able to view attached rubrics and the rubric content prior to submitting

Special Turnltin.com Optional Settings .

Rubric for Turnltin.com BB Launch Rubric Manager

(Note: this is different from Canvas Rubrics)
@ Enable grammar checking using ETS® e-rater® technology?

® Yes (O Mo

Select ETS® handbook

Advanced

Various Grammar Setting Options
Select English Dictionary

@® US English Dictionary (O UK English Dictionary (O Both US and UK English Dictionaries

© Categories enabled by default
Spelling Grammar Usage Mechanics Style

Default for future assignments

Would you like to save these options as your defaults for future assignments?

) Yes (@ Mo

Submit



How to create an assignment

The Turnltin.com assighment is now created and appears on
the ‘Assighment Page’ of your Canvas Northwest Online site.

Make-Up Essay Four
Mot available until Jan 9@ | Due Apr 26, 2017 at 11:59pm | 1 pts

Make-Up Essay Five

Hot available until Jan 9 | Due Apr 26, 2017 at 11:58pm | 1 pts

Sample Turnltin Assignment
Mot available until Jan 9 | Due Mar 15, 2017 at 11:58pm | 100 pts

Don’t forget to ‘Publish’ the assignment
or students will not see it.
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nment Dashboa

Student View - Submission
The Assignment
Dashboard will look

like this.
Students do not need to go to

the Turnltin.com website like
Northwest students did in the When ready to

past. submit the essay,
click on the
upload submission
button.

Upload Submission

39-171 Model Introduction to Philosophy > Assignments > Sample Essay Submision

Home: Course Home Welcome Page Pre-Course Exercises

Syllabus This is the Sample Ess bmission to ensure that the student knows how to submit an essay into the Tumnltin com function of our website-

Announcements

Dashboard Grades o

R Turnitin User Agreem:

People

_ Our user agreement has been updated. Please read our user agreement below and agree or disagree to its
Modules terms and conditions:
Course
o
Els Evaluations .
en a student firs ,

in wi modification ser Agreement”).
Calendar

You should review this User Agreement carefully before accepting it. If You breach the User Agreement,

a C C e S S e S a n a S S'i g n m e n t é Your authorization to use the Site automatically terminate.

1. Acceptance of Terms

which uses Turnltln.com, 2.
s/he will encounter a

user-end Agreement. :
Click ‘I Agree’.




Submit File

S t u d e n t V-i ew _ S u b m -i SS-i O n I Upload a file = Co te Additional options -

Drag the file you would like to submit into this box to begin or fill out the form below.

Submission title:

Once the student has clicked the supmission file:
Upload Submission Button, a Submit r

File pop-up screen will appear. Here
she/he will add the submission’s title
and select the document from
his/her computer files

Submit File

Assignment
Sample Essay Submision

Title

Test Submit
" Received

Once one begins the upload process, W Validated
he/she will see it processed by the
program.

'* Ready to Submit




. . . Submit File
Student View - Submission a

Assignment
Sample Essay SmeiSion the Missoun Department of Higher Education

When the system is finished

processing the essay, the student will Tie s o st mogson Sk o s o o
q q Test Submission Intro 4

see a page like this. Here the

student can do a final preview of the

essay prior to the final submission.

Rules Paramctors for the 4 2-howr Gemernd Edwcanion Block from

Submission text

m

Click here to preview text

Each institution will specaf
conpeteacios should b
CGieneral Educaticn Pod

penordd education compotencos for each poal. these
alignment wiik suggested competencies found i the Sutewude

General edocans 2y he ascheeved theoegh radsomal cosesenwork, miendis iplinary
teaching. or competoncies emboddod across the ceenculuss

A 42 crodit how GE Bock completad at any Mivoun imiitstion {certficd by the Rogistras) and
tramaformed o asother institetion will substtate for the recaiving imbsution’s GE block

Alink t0 our peblished docsment can be found at —

Mg e s ey [sosate dougnaned him

The exact podicy from the Missosn Department of Higher Education webwto
boe o e me s stsdmtamafcrahtml (retrieved 28 October 2009) states

I STATEWIDE GENERAL EDUCATION POLICY

The state hars high exgectations $50 af Misscurt cobege 0racdustes and Aas (eomuigated & statevide

Once one is ready, click the ‘Accept e e
submission-save’ to submit the essay

to Northwest online

-

. K Assignment Dashboard  Summary Note the little clock indicating that
After submission, the Turnltin.com is processing your

Assignment Dashboard Make-Up Essay Four essay.
will look like this with
the submission
Indicated.

Paper Title Uploaded Grade %

Untitled 12 Nov 2016 18:21 - O] A < B




You will see a little colored shape and a You can also download a digital receipt for

Student View - SU bmiSSiOn percentage. This is your similarity (aka your submission to ensure that your paper
originality) index. has been submitted.

. %) Assignment Dashboard Summary Up[oad/Resubmit Download
Once Turnltin.com is

finished processing
the essay, the
dashboard will look

like this Faper Tile Uploaded
Test Paper 24 Oct 2016 20:53

Make-Up Essay One &

It is recommended that each student review the
essay for plagiarism or regurgitation issues prior to
due date and if necessary make corrections and
resubmit the essay. This is done by clicking on the
similarity (aka originality) index. This will open
Turnltln.com’s essay review function. There will be .
two possible views “Classic View” and the newer er View
“Feedback Studio” view. | recommend the
“Feedback Studio” view.

Toggle

iew

\\\\\



Student View - Submission

Click on the Similarity Index button and
the full analysis of originality will open.
It will provide the student with possible
sources of the similarity. The student
may want to fix these issues and
resubmit the essay before the due date.

@ Feedback Studio - Mozilla Firefox

& n tumnitin.com

& feedback studio 0 86 of 90 ~

First off o knoywhat knowledge is, we must know the meaning fo nology. The
textbook definition for epistemology is the study or theory of the word aboul ledge

Epistemology is the investigation of what distinguishes justifipd belief from opinion. Knowledge Proofread
is Power, but knowledge does not always come with power. Kriowledge is a composite of the v

verb ‘1o know and the suffix ‘ledge.” Know om the old English word Gnawan, ng

top ¢, acknowledge. and 1o know. The! s back to the origin in Latin g.ﬁ: Gahlad
the Greek glgnﬂskﬂnﬁ\ route gives way 1o the English term gnostic which means a ,,m.ﬁ, Possess:

kind of knower. Gno:

 gnostic usually refers to know which is spiritual. pdge s derived i

from the Scandinavian Ic\:h:&\m an action or process. Science is a word derived from the
Run-on

Latin Scientia, from the verbéite meaning ‘to know." Scire in tum traces itself back 1o the Latin

0 dcrcamng 10 cut or divide. From the Greek skhize: a\mng 1o split. rend, orf cleave, T Word Error

Science BHinally meant separating one from the other

Frag
Knowledge is essential to anything in life. Knowledge helps human beings survive longer e
than we should, and helps us lcam and ot make the same mistakes that could have extreme
consequences. The problem with knowledge is that for some it may seem difficult to oblain,
especially at school, where knowledge is mandatory and some may feel forced to learn. This
negative attitude towards knowledge and takes out the cnjoyment of learning. The
problem with knowledge s Iearning how to lean. it is possible to forget or not know how to
feam. Horwever earing piegape o diffcul,human beings cam alot ery day without o
cven rea ﬁnm-lltnmumwlhmg about a friend, a stranger, or themselves
that they did not know before. Learning better isn't about helping yourself get good grades, but it @ Dup
is about helping yourself understapdl and acknowledge the knowledge you gain on a regular Fided
¢ problem an individual may face is trying to motivate themsely omes to
obtaining knowledge. Sometimes people find themselves completely \mmp‘w" they Missing Apos:
Sentence Cap.
Missing Punc
Proper Nouns

Page: 1 of 4 Word Count: 1547 Return to Tumnitin Classic

@ Feedback Studio - Moilla Firefox

a ev.turnitin.com/z

& feedback studio /100 86 of 90 ~

Match Overview
31 October, 2010

What is Knowledge?

First off to knoygwhat knowledge is. we must kniow the for epistemology. The
textbook definition for lepistemology is the study or theory of the word about knowledge
Epistemology is the investigation of what distinguishes justifigd belict from opinion. Knowledg
is Power, but knowledge does not always come with power. [KEOWISIge IS AGoMpORIBIENS
verb “to know" and the suffix ‘ledge.” Know comes from the old English word cnawan meaning
o perceive, acknowledge. and 10 know. The word traces back o the ofigin in Latin gnoscers 1o
the Greek gignoskein. This route gives way o the English term gnostic which means a particular
kind of knower. Gnosis and gnostic usually refers to know whi
from the Scandinavian leche meaning an action or process
Latin Scientia, from the verb scire @I Scire in tum traces itself back to the Latin

Brawide. From the Greek skhizein meaning to split, rend, o cleave,

nce originally meant separating one from the other

Knowledge is essential to anything in life. Knowledge helps human beings survive longer
than we should, and helps us leam and not make the same mistakes that could have extreme
consequences. The problem with knowledge is that for some it may seem difficult to obtain.
especially at school, where knowledge is mandatory and some may feel forced to learn. This
leads to a negative attitude towards knowledge and takes out the enjoyment of learning. The
problem with knowledge is learning how to learn, it is possible to forget or not know how to
learn. However. learning shouldggot be so difficult, human beings leam a lot every day without
even realizing it gyn individual may lear something about a friend. a stranger. or themselves
that they did not know before. Learning better isn’t about helping yourself get good grades, but it
is about helping yourself undersiqpd and acknowledge the knowledge you gain on a regular
basis One problem an individ / face is trying 10 motivate themselves when it comes (o

obtaining knowledge. Sometimes people find themselves complete! ped on what they

Page: 10f 4 Word Count: 1547 Return to Turnitin Classic

The student can also check grammar and other
technical issues by clicking on the ETS button.
You may wish to correct these and resubmit your
essay before due date.



Essays and Turnltin.com

Student Review of Essay via Gradebook

Besides the Feedback Studio system (accessed through the deposit page), the student may access the essay
through the Canvas Northwest Online Gradebook which uses Canvas’ built in tool called Crocodoc.

Once in the grade book, the student can see the essay item listed. Our focus here is on UNGRADED essays.

f'-.-'1 d l“i‘ - I-_-I F::I E 554 '_'," ':' ne Dec 14 by 11:59pm - G ra d e d E S S ay

Make-Up Essay Two Dec 14 by 11:53pm

Ungraded Essz:

Submission Details Grade-

out of 1
Make-Up Es=say Five, Test Student!  submitted Mov 27 at 3:45

This view of the

View Feedback

Sme]SS]On Add a Comment:
. . . Teachers and submitter will be notified of
Deta] lS ]S pl‘]OI’ all comments.
to the ———p>
Student can attach
Turnltin.com

. ] ] comments here at %3 Media Comment Attach File
Similarity Index any time. » Media Comment

Download Essay Feedback Report

Save

Report.




Essays and Turnltin.com

Student Review of Essay via Gradebook
After Turnltin.com has completed the Similarity Index report, the Submission Details page looks like this.

Submission Details Grade: 1

out of 1
Make-Up Essay One, Test Student!  submitted Oct 24 at 8:53pm

| Process_for_Interdisciplinary_Courses.docx 227K
Add a Comment:
Teachers and submitter will be notified of
all comments.

Student can atta
comments here
any time.

Download Essay in « Media Comment Attach File
original submitted form. Feedback Report

The Turnltin.com Similarity Index appears here.

Caution: Students have reported that what is posted here does not
always match what appears in the actual Similarity Index report with Turnltin.com.

Clicking on the index seems as if it should give the detailed Similarity Index report,
but it only returns to the course site Home Page. Hence, it is recommend to use
the Feedback Studio option from the deposit page.



Essays and Turnltin.com

Student Review of Essay via Gradebook
Clicking on the Feedback Report the student’s essay opens in Crocodoc. Here the student can use the built-in
tools to add comments, draw, highlight, add text comments, and strikeout text. Note: This will NOT modify
the originally submitted document, but will allow interactive communication with instructor.

Preview of Thoughts_on_polytheism_and_monotheism.doc

= & | [Jcomment 10f 3

Ly Comment * & Draw 2

Highlight aA Text ase Strikeout

Thoughts on polytheism and monotheism, gods and what not.

The concept of a ‘covenanted people’ oceurs in the Hebrew experience within the context
of widespread polytheism. The worshiping of many gods was practiced through out
region and scripture attests to the practice even by Abraham’s household (Sarah hides the
icons of the other gods on the approach of messengers from Yahweh/El). The notion of
having a covenant with a ‘god of the tribe’ was not new to the Hebrews, but may well
have been lifted from other Semitic groups, specifically the Canaanites.

Within the context of polytheism ‘being a covenanted people’ or evenmally ‘a chosen
people’ has a radically different flavor in its ongin than what develops latter with
monotheism It was more like having a protector of vour group, while other groups had a
different protector. It did, of course, have a flavor of ‘inside the tribe’ and *outside the
tribe’, but since other groups had their “protector god’, there was a kind of equilibrium
established.

By the time of the 1* temple, the practice of polytheism was still apparent with the
archeological and textual evidence of shrines to other gods 1n the outer court of the
temple, included one to the wife of Yahweh/'El. It 15 appears that the practice of




Essays and Turnltin.com

Student Review of Essay via Gradebook

Hence the student can interact with his/her submitted essay EVEN PRIOR to evaluation by instructor.

Preview of Thoughts_on_polytheism_and_monotheism.doc

[ Comment 10f3 N/ P A R
Ce Comment v 4 Draw < Highlight aA Text s Strikeout Text tool: || I B ¥ ~

Thoughts on polvtheism and monotheism, god: and what not.

The concept of 2 *covenanted®eople’ oconrs 1n the Hebrew experisncs within the context Test Student1- | don't know what | am
of widespread polytheizm. T‘h.exwrsh:pmzofmam eods was practiced through out savin
ragion and scriphare attests to the ren by Abraham s househeld (Sarah hides the ying

wcons of the other zods on the approach of me™™
having 2 covenznt with a ‘god of the tribe’ wag mot
have been lifted from other Semitic groups, specifically the C

3 from Yahweh/El}. The notion of
Hebrews, but may well

Within the context of polytheizm ‘beinga covenanted people’ or evesmually ‘a
peopls” has a radically different flavor in ita ofgin than what develope latter with
monotheism. It was more like having a protector of vour group, while other groups had a
different protector. It did, of courss, have a fiavor of ‘inzide te tribe’ and ‘outside the

e zince 2 or wasa of nm g
g T U Eope nad ek protecio g ere s i of e Comments in text
Ey the time of the 1* temple, the practice of polvtheizsm was still apparent with the ;-—-5-;;-:-:;:--' / from StUdent

archeological and textual evidence of shrines to other gods in the outer court of the
tamp]& mcluded one to the 1.1.1fe -:-f'xa]:m‘eh’E.l Itis appears that the pra.cnce |:uf

| found this exercise rather strange.

Test Student1, Now 27 at 7:53pm

Add a Comment:
Teachers and submittef will be notified of
all comments.

3 Media Congment Aftach File

‘ Save

|

Commpent left by student
for ingtructor or peers via
comment window.

Useful if using Peer
Review and tracking all
comments
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Grading the Assignment

Method One --- Turnltin.com’s grading tools called Feedback Studio

il Note: You can toggle

back and forth between
Older (GradeMark) and
Newer (Feedback Studi
views.

Download All = Download Selected -

Author [ Paper Title Paper ID Uploaded -

Test Student 743034999 Nov 27ith 2016, 3:46 PM
Sample Essay |

) feedback studio Test Student1  sample Essay it

Thoughts on polytheism and monotheism, gods and what not.

Open student essay by
clicking on the title or ~ Open student essay to
the little pencil under ~ Similarity report by Opens student paper

Grade. clicking colored square in Feedback Studio
or percent.



&J) feedback studio

Test Student1  sample Essay 1 /1

\

TOf 1 + D)

Thoughts on polytheism and monotheism, gods and what not.

The concept of a “covenanted people” occurs in the Hebrew experience within the context
of widespread polytheism. The worshiping of many gods was practiced through out
region and scripture attests to the practice even by Abraham’s household (Sarah hides the
icons of the other gods on the approach of messengers from Yahweh/El). The notion of
having a covenant with a ‘god of the tribe” was not new to the Hebrews, but may well
have been lifted from other Semitic groups, specifically the Canaanites.

Within the context of polytheism “being a covenanted people’ or eventually “a chosen
people” has a radically different flavor in its origin than what develops latter with
monotheism. It was more like having a protector of your group, while other groups had a
different protector. It did, of course, have a flavor of “inside the tribe” and ‘outside the
tribe’, but since other groups had their “protector god’. there was a kind of equilibrium
established.

I'he belief in multiple gods 1s probably the result of an earlier belief in vaguely defined
spirits, demons and other supernatural forces. These belief systems are similar to
animism, ancestor worship and totemism. However. in polytheism, these supernatural
forces are personified and organized into a cosmic family.

&

Cater or lesser

The deities of polytheism are often ponra\ ed as complex .
status, with individual bl\l"b needs. des ories; in many ways similar to
humans (anthroponaes helr pusonahl\ traits, but with addmonal individual

ey R (TIPS i P el e TRl S R o P Nptpuegroreseey Drgs [ ~Lonpor

Page: 1 of 3

“4=Tord Count: 1516

Return to Turnitin Classic




Grading the Assignment Method One --- Feedback Studio

Active Layers X ‘

Grading Click on the Active Layers

Similarity button to reveal the
three layers that are
overlayed on the

student’s submission:

] | it

-
oan

Grading

RIE

Similarity

©

E-rater (Grammar)

@
_. A ._
®



Grading the Assignment Method One --- Feedback Studio

Grading Level

Active

The Christian movement begins within this context of Judaic monolatry. The Judeo-
Christians wanted to preserve the particular tribal character (Jewisness) of the heritage;

but the Pauline forces begin the process of expanding the message to the non-Jew. Paul’s
speech about the “Unknown god’ does not indicate a triumph of monotheism, but rather a
brilliant way to introduce his story about his god into the polytheistic context. Similarity

Grading

As the age of apologetics gives way to the age of theology, and most importantly with
Constantine’s adoption of Christianity two new forces begin to emerge to shape e-rater®
monotheism as we have come to know it (i.e., the belief in the existence of one and only
one god). The political advantages of this are obvious---destroy the gods of a people and 5 ' T’ h b f G d .

vou have destroyed the most power icon that holds them together as a people. The other C t e OX O r ra ] n g
force comes from the Christian theological absorption of Greek philosophy. The Platonic .
tradition (from Parmenides) had stressed the fundamental unity of reality. This found its an d you \VYA ll be ready
way into Aristotle concept of theos as well, but most strongly for early Christian thought

via Plotinus and neo-Platonism. Here ‘god’ understood as *Being’ is radically one, unity,

undivided, having no parts (‘one’ is non-numerical here). In the culture, the Sta rt ad d] n g Com m en I

philosophical insight (‘god is one”) becomes conjoined to the concept of the tribal god of

the empire (now the Christian tribal god) and we have “there is only one god’ (‘one’ is a n d Corrections to th

numerical here, distinguished from “two’, “three’, etc). This belief that “there exists only

one tribal god” becomes a powerful political tool, albeit a philosophical corruption. Stud ent ’S pape r

If there is only one god, and it is the god of my tribe, the language of exclusion triumphs.
As the Christian movement claimed the Jewish mantel of being ‘the covenanted people’
and with the rise of this radical monotheism (no longer simply monolatry), forces were
released which paved the way for systemic anti-isms, including anti-Semitism.

One of the most interesting linguist pieces to this triumphant monotheism is the word god
itself as it develops in Christian cultures. We tend not to call our tribal god(s) by their
proper name---Yahweh, El, Eloim, or the respectful title Adonai, etc. Rather we have
usurped the word ‘god” and call it ‘God’. We have turned the collective notion of ‘the
gods’ into a proper name for one and only one entity. We operate under the assumption
that there is universal acceptance of what *God’ is, when this is far from the case. This
we can see most intensely in Fundamentalism.

What does this have to do with Just Faith?

The questions on the paper were:

Whose side 1s God on? Is God on any side? What is God's vision for people? Why do
we call Hebrews the Chosen People? Does God always favor Israel, Hebrews and the
people called Jews today?

These are very interesting and important questions. But I cannot respond without nuance




Grading the Assignment Method One --- Feedback Studio  Grading Level

speech about the “Unknown god does not indicate a triumph ol monotheism, but rather a
brilliant way to introduce his story about his god into the polytheistic context.

As the age of apologetics gives way to the age of theology, and most importantly with
Constantine’s adoption of Christianity two new forces begin to emerge to shape
monotheism as we have come to know 1t (1.e., the belief in the existence of one and only
one god). The political advantages of this are obvious---destroy the gods of a people and
vou have destroyed the most power icon that holds them together as a people. The other
force comes from the Christian theological absorption of Greek philosophy. The Platonic
tradition (from Parmenides) had stressed the fundamental unity of reality. This found its
way into Aristotle concept of theos as well, but most strongly for early Christian thought
via Plotinus and neo-Platonism. Here ‘god™ understood as ‘Being’ is radically one, unity,
undivided, having no parts (‘one’ is non-numerical here). In the culture, the
philosophical insight (‘god 1s one™) becomes conjoined to the concept of the tribal god of
the empire (now the Christian tribal god) and we have “there is only one god” (‘one’ is
numerical here, distinguished from ‘two’, ‘three’, etc). This belief that ‘there exists only
one tribal god’ becomes a powerful political tool. albeit a philosophical corruption.

If there 1s only one god, and 1t 1s the god of my tribe, the language of exclusion triumphs.
As the Christian movement claimed the Jewish mantel of being “the covenanted people’
and with the rise of this radical monotheism (no longer simply monolatry), forces were
released which paved the way for systemic anti-isms, including anti-Semitism.

One of the most interesting linguist pieces to this triumphant monotheism is the word god
itself as it develops in Christian cultures. We tend not to call our tribal god(s) by their
proper name---Yahweh, EI, Eloim, or the respectful title Adonai, etc. Rather we have
usurped the word ‘god” and call it ‘God’. We have turned the collective notion of “the
gods’ into a proper name for one and only one entity. We operate under the assumption
that there is universal acceptance of what “God’ is, when this is far from the case. This
we can see most intensely in Fundamentalism.
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