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“As you start thinking about one or more 
potential educational and career paths, here 
are 10 things to remember in the days 
ahead. 
 
1. Take time to think about what you like to 
do; dream and imagine ideal careers…Take 
the time for some career assessment and 
career exploration to expand your vision of 
potential majors and career paths. 
 
2. Challenge yourself in high school, but 
don't overwhelm yourself…When you can, 
take the tough and challenging schedule of 
classes; you will learn more – and it will 
look good to the college admissions staff. 
 

Student Loan Borrowing– from Iowa College Access Network (ICAN) 

 “”You invest a lot of money to go to college. In 
return, you have more career choices and the 
opportunity to make more money over your lifetime. 
Most of the time the money, time and effort you 
spend on your education pays off in the future.  
 
To help you with this huge investment, many types 
of financial aid are available. You may also be 
thinking about a student loan. Loans should be your 
last resort for college costs, but if they do become 
necessary, you need to borrow wisely.  
 
*Exhaust all financial aid. Search for and use 
grants, scholarships and other sources of aid that 
don't need to be repaid. 
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10 Things for High-School Students to Remember– from www.livecareer.com 
3. Work, volunteer, or otherwise gain some 
experience…Seek work and volunteer 
experiences in and out of school. And 
from a practical standpoint, work 
experience looks good to colleges. 
 
4. Get as much education as you can… If 
you have a passion for science or math, 
instead of spending a summer goofing 
around the community pool, consider a 
summer math enrichment program (like 
UBMS!!). 
 
5. Talk with as many adults as possible 
about careers and colleges... Contact a 
local business and ask to job shadow.”  
            

(Continued on Page 4) 

 

*Look for other options. Besides financial aid, you 
might have other ways to help you pay for college 
including earnings from work. 
 
*Do your research. Several loan options are 
available. Take time to learn about each type, and talk 
to your parents about which option is right for you. 
 
*Be sensible. Keep the average pay for your 
profession in mind when you borrow. Will you be able 
to make your loan payments (and pay all your other 
expenses) on a starting salary in that field? 
 
                             (continued on page 4) 
 

 

   “For every one of us that succeeds, it’s 
because there’s somebody there to show 
you the way out. The light doesn't always 
necessarily have to be in your family; for me 
it was teachers and school.”             
                                                                         
                          -Oprah Winfrey 
    
 

From: Number2.com 
   (ACT prep cite) 
 

 
 

In quadrilateral PQRS 
above, sides PS and QR 
are parallel for what 
value of x? 
 
a. 158 
b. 132 
c. 120 
d. 110 
e. 70 

(Answer on page 4) 
 

         

  ACT Test Dates 
 
September 10, 2016 
 
October 22, 2016 
 
December 10, 2016 
 
February 11, 2017 
 
April 8, 2017 
 
June 10, 2017 
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Sophomores: 

*Get involved. Find an activity at your 
school or in your community that you 
would enjoy and be active. 

*Remember the grades you earn now will 
affect your ability to get into college 
because they look at all four years of high 
school when making their decisions. 

*Talk to your school counselor about the 
possibility of taking the PLAN Test. PLAN 
is the pre-ACT test.  

September- College Planning Tips - from ICAN 

Seniors: 

 *Register to take the ACT if you haven't 
taken already taken them. You may also 
retake the test if you are unhappy with your 
previous score. 

*Take note of admission and financial aid 
deadlines. 

*Research scholarship possibilities at the 
library and high school counseling office. 
Ask your teachers, high school counselor 
and/or employers to write letters of 
recommendation for your admission and 
scholarship applications. 

                     -From: Iowa College Access Network 

 

College: 
 
Goal Setting 
Just because you have a goal doesn’t mean it 
will automatically happen; you won’t get an 
‘A’ in all of your classes just because you want 
to…you have to put your goals into action and 
answer the question: What do YOU need to do 
in order to achieve your goals? 
 
The key to successful goal setting is to have a 
plan for achieving that goal. Without a plan for 
achievement you’re just wishing for something 
to happen. Sometimes it helps to write things 
down and map out your plan. Jot down your 
goals and how you plan to achieve them. Then 
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Juniors: 

*Check with your high school counselor to 
register for the PSAT. These scores are used to 
determine National Merit Scholars. 

*Talk to your parents and your school counselor 
about where you want to go to college. Make 
sure you’re on the right track by taking the 
necessary courses during your junior year. 
 
*Beware of scholarship search and financial aid 
service organizations that charge a fee for 
service.  
 
*Begin gathering information about colleges 
that interest you and start a list of those you 
would like to visit. 
 
Parents: 

*Encourage your child to use a planner or 
electronic organizer to help them manage their 
time, set goals and stay on a path to success. 
Check in with your child to make sure that they 
use one throughout each school year to keep 
track of assignments, activities, important dates 
and deadlines. 

*Play an active role. Keep the lines of 
communication open throughout your student’s 
high school years. Talk to his//her teachers and 
counselor about the progress and any concerns 
that you have. Being involved can help them 
succeed. 
     
             -From: Iowa College Access Network 

 
give yourself a deadline for meeting either 
parts of the plan or the entire goal. 
 
Get into the Swing of Things 
Whether this is your first year at college or 
your last, the first week of a new school year 
can be filled with amazing opportunities to get 
involved and meet new people. Check your 
school’s website for a list of campus events. 
Most schools have some type of Welcome 
Week activities to welcome the new school 
year. Visit the booths and try something new! 
 
                             -From: Iowa College Access Network 
  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Imagine it’s your job to put together this 
season’s schedule for your favorite Major 
League Baseball team. Before you decide that’s 
an easy job, consider these rules: Your team has 
to play 81 games at home and 81 games on the 
road. It has to play each of the teams in its 
division 19 times. And don't forget travel—you 
can’t have your team flying from the East Coast 
to the West Coast every other day. 

Complex problems like this come up all the 
time. Operations research analysts find ways to 
solve them. Their work is used by managers in 
all sorts of industries, whether the goal is to 
schedule airline pilots to prevent dangerous 
fatigue or time traffic lights to prevent 
congestion. 

Operation research analysts use math 
and computers to develop software and 
other tools that managers use to make 
decisions. 
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Career: Operational Research Analysts- from bigfuture.collegeboard.org 
 

A great place to find out more about 
operations research is the institute for 
Operations Research and the Management 
Sciences. 

Outlook 

Government economists expect jobs for 
Operations Research Analysts to grow about 
as fast as the average for all careers through 
2020. For the best opportunities, earn a 
graduate degree in operations research, 
management science, or a related field. You 
should also have good communication skills, 
so you can explain your findings to others. 

Compensation 

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics estimates 
that in 2011 the average yearly salary of:  

      *Operations Research Analysts:   
  $78,840                                  
Did you know? 

Many operations research analysts working 
with the military are veterans.  

 

Did You Know...? 
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Did you know? 

Many operation research analysts work on projects 
for the U.S. Department of Defense. 

Are you ready to....? 

* Spend your days crunching numbers 

* Work carefully and precisely 

* Build decision-making tools 

* Explain your ideas to others 

* Learn how different businesses work 

* Meet deadlines under pressure 

It helps to be... 

 A math fan who loves solving real-world problems. 
If you find beauty in efficiency and processes that 
run smoothly, then you’ll enjoy making things work 
better through operations research analysis. 

 

Make High School Count 

Preparation is the key to any career. To become a 
Operations Research Analyst, you should: 

* Take as many computer science classes as you 
can. A background in programming is key for 
operations research analysts. 

* Do the math—algebra, geometry, and calculus 
are the kind of challenging classes you’ll need. 

* Sign up for economics and statistics. 

* Participate in the international Math Olympiad. 

* Plan events for school clubs, sports teams, and 
student government. 

* Get a summer job or internship to learn how 
businesses operate. 

Education: 

For most jobs in operations research, you’ll need 
at least a master’s degree. 

          -bigfuture: by the 2016 The College Board 

A Operational Research 
Analyst at work. 
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(660) 562-1632 
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(660) 562-1631 
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“6. Remember that everyone must follow his 
or her own path in life…Many colleges 
offer special “discovery” programs for 
entering first-year students who are not sure 
of a major or career. 

7. People change; don't feel locked into any 
college or career at first…Keep an open 
mind and keep your options open. 

8. Don't let anyone control your dreams and 
ambitions…The worst thing you can do is 
choose a career to please someone else. 

9. It’s never too early nor too late to get 
organized and begin making plans…Many 
teachers get swamped with last-minute 

“* Use loans the right way. Student loans are 
meant to help you with college costs, not support 
a lifestyle. Since you must repay every dollar you 
borrow now with interest later, student loans 
should be only used for educational-related costs. 
 
*Borrow the minimum. Just because your award 
letter gives you a certain loan amount, that 
doesn't mean you have to go out and get a loan 
for that much. Instead, consider creating an in-
school budget. 
 

Student Loan Borrowing – (continued from page 1) 

10 Things for High-School Students to Remember (cont. from pg. 1) 
 

Who are we? 

A life-enhancing college-prep program that provides opportunities for capable and motivated 
high school students to gain the academic and life skills necessary to enter and succeed in post 
-secondary education. 

* 100% funded by a grant from the U.S. Department of Education 

* Serving high school students from Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas, and Missouri since 1992 

About Our Organization… 

We’re on the Web!  
See us at: 

www.nwmissouri.edu/trio/ubms 

*Cut back. Find ways to lower college costs 
and living expenses. Use student discounts and 
buy generic. 
 
*Share. Think about sharing certain expenses, 
like groceries and transportation, with your 
roommates.” 
 
 From: www.icansucceed.org 
   

requests for letters of recommendation, so the 
earlier you approach the teachers who can 
write the best recommendations for you, the 
better off you’ll be. 

10. Never stop learning…read, grow, and 
expand your mind…Don't pass up 
opportunities to learn and experience new 
things (like UBMS!!) 

Final thoughts: Have fun, but get the best 
education you can so that you are positioned 
to take advantage of further educational 
opportunities… and no matter where you go 
after high school, never stop learning.” 

 By: Randall S. Hansen, Ph.D. 
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For 
Question on page 1 

        
        Answer: D 

Science Words of 
the Month 

  www.testprepcoach.com 
 
absolute zero: lowest-
possible temperature, 
approximately -273 
degrees 
 
barometer: an instrument 
used to measure 
atmospheric pressure 
 
 

We need a 2015-16 transcript and 
your 2016-17 class schedule. Please 
ask your school counselor to send it 
ASAP. 


