SAMPLE STUDENT ORGANIZATION CONSTITUTION

This sample constitution is provided by Northwest’s Student Government Association (Student Senate) to assist your student organization in creating a constitution, which meets the standards for official Northwest Missouri State University recognition. The starred articles must be included.  The italicized portions must use the exact language included on this sample. 

This sample should be retyped.

 *Name of Organization

*Date of Adoption and/or Revision

Constitution

*ARTICLE I – Name, Purpose, Non-Discrimination Policy, and Non-Hazing Policy
Section 1:  The name of this organization shall be _______________________________
The organization is a student organization at Northwest Missouri State University.

Section 2: The purpose of the organization shall be:

a) To promote interest in ________________________________

b) To provide fellowship among students and faculty.

c) To represent student needs and wants in regard to __________

d) To provide a forum for the presentation of innovative ideas to benefit of the University community.

Section 3: This organization and its members shall not discriminate against any individual(s) for reasons of age, color, disability, gender identity or expression, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran status except in cases of fraternity and sorority organizations which are exempt by federal law from Title IX Regulations concerning discrimination on the basis of gender.

Section 4: This organization will not conspire to engage in hazing, or commit any act that causes or is likely to cause bodily danger, physical harm, or personal degradation or disgrace resulting in physical or mental harm to any fellow student or person.

*ARTICLE II – Membership
Must be included exactly as found here; additional membership information optional

Section1:  Any student at Northwest Missouri State University with a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 is eligible to be an active member and may hold office.

*ARTICLE III – Officers
Section 1: Election of Officers

a. The officers of this organization are president, vice president, secretary (records officer), and treasure (other offices are optional).
b. Officers will be elected by written ballot, with each active member casting a vote. A _________________ will constitute a victory.
c. Election of officers will take place during _______________.
d. Officers will assume office for the period of _____________.

Section 2:  Recall of Officers

a. Officers are subject to recall for malfeasance in office.
b. Recall procedures will be initiated at the request of (number) of active members.
c. A hearing will be conducted at a regular meeting for the presentation of evidence from all concerned parties.
d. A majority of those active members voting in a recall at the end of the hearing is necessary to remove any office.

ARTICLE IV – Dues
Dues for the organization shall be __________ per semester -or- dues for the organization shall be in the form of special assessments voted on by a majority of the club members present and voting.
ARTICLE V – Committees

The organization will have the following standing committees:
*ARTICLE VI – Advisor(s)

Advisor(s) for the organization shall be a full time member of Northwest’s faculty, staff or administration. Other qualifications can be inserted in this section as well such as an interest in the organization, training, or other special skills needed to advise the organization.

*ARTICLE VII – Meetings

The organization shall meet ____________ (weekly, monthly, bi-monthly) beginning at the beginning of each semester -or- The organization shall meet as determined by the organization membership each semester. 
*ARTICLE VIII – Amending the Constitution and bylaws

Amendments to the constitution or by-laws shall be presented by members of the organization in writing and read at a regular meeting but shall not be voted upon until the next regular meeting, and then only after informing each member of the proposed amendments. A majority of 2/3 of the members present and voting shall be required.
*ARTICLE IX – Dissolution of the Organization

A written proposal for dissolution of the organization shall be presented by members of the organization and read at a regular or special meeting.  A majority of 2/3 of the members present and voting shall be required.
ARTICLE X – Not for Profit

This is not-for-profit organization.

ARTICLE XII – Compliance
This organization shall comply with all university and campus policies.
