





Northwest Missouri State University has some of
the most modern, up-to-date athletic facilities in
the MIAA and in all of NCAA Division II.

Bearcat Stadium received its finishing touches in
the summer of 2007 with the installation of Field-
Turf and permanent lighting. The improvements
complement work completed in 2003. That work
included the construction of the west side of the
stadium with a new scoreboard that includes a
video board capable of instant replay. The video
board is one of the few in an NCAA Division Il
outdoor football facility.

Lamkin Activity Center, which houses Bearcat
Arena, was completely renovated in 1994. The
addition of the Northwest Student Recreation
Center, just north of and adjoining Lamkin Activity
Center, also was completed in 1994. The North-
west weight room was completely renovated at
that time and was expanded in 2003.

Within the past decade, nearly all of

Northwest's athletic facilities have been
upgraded and/or renovated. The following

is a look at a few of those renovations:

« Installation of lights and FieldTurf in
Bearcat Stadium (2007)

* New weight-lifting equipment (2005)

» West grandstand, press box and
scoreboard in Bearcat Stadium
(2003)

¢ Refinished Bearcat Arena court
(2003)

 East grandstand in Bearcat Stadium

(2001)

* New on-campus soccer facility
(1999)

* New on-campus softball
facility (1996)

¢ Renovations to all tennis courts

 Construction of and resurfacing of
Herschel Neil Track

« Additions/renovations made to
Bearcat Baseball Field
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Student-Athlete Success Program

Degree Programs

Northwest offers six different undergraduate degree
programs, five master’s degrees and a doctor of education
degree in collaboration with the University of Missouri-
Columbia.

Bachelor’s degrees:

+ Bachelor of Arts — The curriculum emphasizes fine arts,
languages, literature, history and social studies.

+ Bachelor of Fine Arts — With a major in art, the curricu-
lum is offered as professional preparation for the areas
of studio art.

+ Bachelor of Science - The curriculum emphasizes
mathematics and natural sciences.

+ Bachelor of Science in Education — The curriculum is
the first step toward becoming a certified teacher.

+ Bachelor of Science in Medical Technology — The cur-
riculum
emphasizes biology and chemistry.

+ Bachelor of Technology — The curriculum is individually
developed for each candidate.

Master’s degrees:

+ Master of Science in Education — Programs are com-
puter science; curriculum and instruction; educational
leadership; and health, physical education, recreation
and dance.

+ Master of Science — Programs are agriculture, applied
computer science, biology, geographic information sci-
ence, guidance and counseling and recreation.

+ Master of Arts — Areas of study are English and history.

+ Master of Business Administration— Areas of study are
the general MBA and those with accounting, agriculture,
MIS, health management and quality emphasis.

Others:

+ Education Specialist — Superintendent/elementary and
secondary principal.

+ Doctor of Education — This program is in conjunction
with the University of Missouri-Columbia.

+ Master’s Level Certificate — Instructional Technology.

For more than a decade, Northwest's student-athletes
have had a higher cumulative grade-point average than the
rest of the Northwest student body.

Much of that academic success is attributed to Northwest's
nationally-renowned Student-Athlete Success Program
(SASP). The goal of the program is to provide an environ-
ment in which student-athletes can experience their fullest
personal, social and academic growth. The pervading
philosophy of the SASP is success.

Each student is held accountable for his/her own academic
performance. But the SASP works hard to provide the
support needed for athletes to be successful students. The
programs and services of the SASP are designed to keep
student-athletes informed, to answer their questions and to
prevent any potential problems.

The program will help make student-athletes aware of
the vast variety of resources available to them and help
them use those resources. This information will help the
student-athlete make the important decisions regarding
their personal, academic and career goals.

The following is a look at some of the resources available
to student-athletes through the SASP:

Advising
All academic advising is provided through the individual
college and academic departments.

Academic Progress

During each trimester, the SASP surveys the professors
of each student-athlete three times. In this grade check,
the instructors are asked to comment on: the level of work
the student is maintaining; the student's attendance and
attentiveness; the need for tutorial help; and any general
comments.

Each report is viewed by the SASP office. Students are
called in on a regular basis to review their progress. If
necessary, arrangements are made for additional support
services.

Mentoring

The SASP provides individualized mentoring sessions for
interested student-athletes. The goal is to help students
avoid academic-related difficulties and to develop opportu-
nities for improvement of skills, rather than merely avoiding
academic crises. It also provides for more individual
monitoring of the student’s academic progress.

Career Development

One of the major goals of the SASP is to help students
explore various majors and minors so they may make an
informed decision regarding careers. The SASP uses a
variety of tools to provide students with this information.

The “Major/Minor Finder” provides a fast, written means to
help make the decisions that lead to the kind of work that
will give students pride in achievement of his/her chosen
career.

The “Discover” software program guides students through
a series of questions that allow them to answer questions
in the following areas: self-information, exploration of oc-
cupations, instruction and practice in decision-making, and
the development of a plan for career choice.

The Office of Career Services and the Counseling Center
are both important departments which can help students
prepare for their careers.




Mid-America Intercollegiate Athletics Association

Over the past 95 years, the MIAA has gained the
reputation of being one of the top NCAA Division Il
conferences in the nation. MIAA student-athletes
have won 12 NCAA team championships and,

since 1964, 153 individual national titles. The MIAA
currently conducts championships in eight sports for
men and nine for women.

For the men, champions are crowned in football,
cross country, basketball, indoor and outdoor track
& field, baseball, tennis and golf. The women
compete for titles in volleyball, cross country, soccer,
basketball, indoor and outdoor track & field, softball,
golf and tennis.

The MIAA turned a new page on July 1, 1992, when
the NCAA Division Il conference changed its name
from the Missouri Intercollegiate Athletic Associa-
tion to the Mid-America Intercollegiate Athletics
Association.

The decision to make the change originated in 1989,
when Pittsburg State University and Washburn
University became the first schools outside the state
of Missouri to gain membership in the MIAA.

The conference was first organized in 1912 with 14
member institutions. Of those original members,
the University of Central Missouri, Truman State
University, and Northwest Missouri State University
still remain a part of the MIAA.

Natasha Oakes
Assistant Commissioner
Phone: (816) 421-MIAA
Fax: (816) 421-6423
noakes@themiaa.com

Jim Johnson
Commissioner

Phone: (816) 421-MIAA
Fax: (816) 421-6423
jiohnson@themiaa.com

The first change in membership came in 1924,
when the MIAA reorganized to include only the five
regional Missouri state colleges: Central, Truman
(at the time known as Northeast Missouri State),
Northwest, Southeast Missouri State University and
Southwest Missouri State University (now Missouri
State).

Over the next 56 years, three schools joined the
membership: the Missouri School of Mines (later
the University of Missouri-Rolla) in 1935, Lincoln
University in 1970, and the University of Missouri-St.
Louis in 1980.

The 1980s brought the biggest changes in the
conference. In 1981, Southwest Missouri State
University opted to move to NCAA Division | and the
MIAA appointed its first full-time commissioner, Ken
Jones, in July.

He would be in the position for 16 years, retiring in
1997. Former Gulf South and Metro commissioner
Ralph McFillen succeeded Jones, serving 10 years
before his retirement in 2007. Jim Johnson suc-
ceeded McFillen in July of that year.

Southwest Baptist University brought membership
back to eight schools in 1986, before the major ex-
pansion of the conference in 1989. Pittsburg State,
Washburn, Missouri Southern State College (now
University) and Missouri Western State College
(now University,) formerly members of the Central
States Intercollegiate Conference, began competi-
tion in the 1989-90 season.

Larry House

Coordinator of External Affairs
Phone: (816) 421-MIAA
Fax: (816) 421-6423
lhouse@themiaa.com

Matt Newbery

Assistant to the Commissioner
for Media Relations

Phone: (816) 421-MIAA

Fax: (816) 421-6429
mnewbery@themiaa.com

Southeast Missouri State left the MIAA following the
1990-91 season to move on to NCAA Division |, and
was replaced by Emporia State University in the
1991-92 season.

In August 1991, Judy Willson was hired as the
MIAA's first full-time sports information director. She
left in 1994, and was succeeded by Matt Newbery,
formerly the assistant sports information director

at Pittsburg State. He became the assistant to the
commissioner for media relations in 2005. A third
full-time staff member was added in 2005, as former
Emporia State track and field athlete Natasha Oakes
was hired as the assistant to the commissioner for
compliance. Larry House joined the staff in August
2007 as coordinator of external affairs.

The current membership of the MIAA is at 11
schools, with the departure of Missouri-St. Louis in
1996 and Missouri-Rolla in 2005, the forfeiture of
membership by Lincoln in 1999 and the addition of
Fort Hays State University in 2006 and the Univer-
sity of Nebraska-Omaha in 2008.
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MIAA MEMBERS

+ University of Central Missouri -
Warrensburg, Mo. - Joined in 1912
+ Emporia State University -
Emporia, Kan. - Joined in 1991
« Fort Hays State University -
Hays, Kan. - Joined in 2006
+ Missouri Southern State University -
Joplin, Mo. - Joined in 1989
+ Missouri Western State University -
St. Joseph, Mo. - Joined in 1989
+ University of Nebraska at Omaha -
Omaha, Neb. - Joined in 2008
+ Northwest Missouri State University -
Maryville, Mo. - Joined in 1912
« Pittsburg State University -
Pittsburg, Kan. - Joined in 1989
+ Southwest Baptist University -
Bolivar, Mo. - Joined in 1986
« Truman State University -
Kirksville, Mo. - Joined in 1912
+ Washburn University -
Topeka, Kan. - Joined in 1989
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FEBRUARY . : : :
INDIANAPOLIS * - "IPM,
ARKANSAS TECH 2PM.
HENDERSON STATE NOON
SOUTHERN ARKANSAS 6 PM.
SOUTHERN INDIANA 1PM.
EMPORIA STATE 1PM.

MARCH
EMPORIA STATE NOON
GRACELAND 1PM.
FORT HAYS STATE 3PM.
FORT HAYS STATE 1PM.
FORT HAYS STATE NOON
CENTRAL MISSOURI 2PM.
CENTRAL MISSOURI Nelo]
CENTRAL MISSOURI NOON
NEBRASKA-KEARNEY 2PM.
WASHBURN 1PM.
WASHBURN 1PM.
MISSOURI WESTERN 3 PM.
MISSOURI WESTERN 1PM.
MISSOURI WESTERN 1PM.
WAYNE STATE 1PM.

APRIL
AUGUSTANA 1PM.
AUGSTUANA NOON
TRUMAN TPM.
NEBRASKA-OMAHA 1PM:
NEBRASKA-OMAHA 1PM:
TRUMAN 1PM.
MISSOURI SOUTHERN 6 PM.

¢=4g  MIsSOURI SOUTHERN 1PM.

19 MISSOURI SOUTHERN NOON
21 NEBRASKA-KEARNEY 6 PM.
24 SOUTHWEST BARTIST 1PM.
~_A5"=SQUTHWEST BARTIST NOON
MAY N\ -
£3  pITTSRURG SI&jE 1PM.
S APTTsBORGSTATE TPM.
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TICKET'S.*E'ED S 1E'IE NORTHWESTBEARCATS.COM
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