
    August 22-26, St. Louis, Mo was not the same with several procurement profession-
als in town. The National Institute of Governmental Purchasing (NIGP) Forum 2009, 
Gateway to Excellence, was held in Missouri for the first time.  Cindy Wood, Ann Mar-
tin, Angie Wolters and Janet Bucy had the privilege to experience this opportunity.  We 
met many procurement professionals from around our nation (and Canada!), but also 
met up with several members of our local Missouri Association of Public Purchasing. 

     To start the morning off we had a group session with various speakers.  Topics in-
cluded; Leading Green:  Saving the Planet with Everyday Action, Eight Slippery Steps 
to Unethical Behavior, and Last Man 
Down.  We then headed out for vari-
ous workshops that included speak-
ers from all over the nation that 
opened our eyes to different experi-
ences from other procurement pro-
fessionals.  Sessions included:  Mak-
ing the Case for the Value of Pro-
curement, Understanding the Bene-
fits of Contract Purchasing, The Hu-
man Side of Procurement, Stan-
dards for Measuring Cost Savings, 
Cooperative Purchasing �± Buy Big-
ger, Buy Better, How to Buy Local, Measuring Performance in Government Procure-
ment, and From Transaction to Processors to Purchasing Pros just to name a few.     

     What an experience we had.  With great speakers, workshops, activities, and a ven-
dor exposition our days were packed with learning opportunities.  We came away from 
the forum with new ideas, tools, and a wide variety of networking contacts.  In our pro-
fessional career these are all things we can use in supporting our role in obtaining the 
best value for the dollars spent for Northwest Missouri State University. 

     One session that greatly inspired us, was the session Last Man Down by Chief Pic-
ciotto.  Mr. Picciotto was the highest ranking fire fighter to survive the collapse of the 
World Trade Center September 11, 2001.  He shared his story and duties as a leader 
during the collapse.  What an awesome feeling you gained in this room of a thousand 
people as they stood and gave thanks to Mr. Picciotto.  He impressed upon us that we 
need to be thankful and appreciate our family and friends and that every day of life is a 
true blessing. 
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