Theatre History III – Research Paper and Presentation

The purpose of this research project is to examine multiple layers of a particular text and/or production of the “modern” theatre.  This is a research paper, not a report.  Note - A research paper is a carefully constructed presentation of ideas that relies on primary and secondary sources for clarification and verification to support YOUR statements, theories and ideas (MLA Handbook).     Questions one might pose for this paper are: How did a particular playwright resist or maintain the theatrical norms of his/her time? How did s/he compare to other playwrights of her/his contemporaries? How does this play succeed when presented today? What theatrical conventions did a production introduce/modify and of what value/influence are they today?  How will a particular playwright/production/convention shape the theatre of the future?

All papers must include:

-7-10 pages

-Appropriate citations (MLA format)

-A Works Cited Page

-A minimum of ten sources (min. six “paper” sources) of appropriate scholarly merit. You must have primary and secondary materials represented
Things you may/should address in your paper/presentation:

-A concise summary of the play you are researching.  This should include what happened but it should also look past the surface into symbolic structures, patterns, etc.

-An exploration of the social, political, and economic contexts found within the play. This section provides possibilities as to why the playwright wrote what s/he wrote or why a director approached a production in particular way. Do not go into an exploration of contexts that are not written about in the play.  Allow the text to guide you in what area you need to study – your analysis is very important.) 
-An exploration of other performing and visual arts. Does the playwright reference other art forms? What other art forms aid a researcher, director, actor, or designer in placing him/herself within the context of the play? These parallels do not need to be literal – you don’t have to tell me what the props look like.   Instead, address how we can reframe our vision of a play/production.  Question: does your play find itself consistent with other art forms of its time? If so, how? If not, why? These parallels may include: architecture, furniture, music, dance, paintings, drawings, fashion, sculptures, etc.

Important Due dates:
9/14 – Research Proposals Due

10/24 – Outline/Working Bibliography Due

11/29 – Papers Due

Evaluation:
Paper 

Organization/Structure





/20

Basic Writing Components (Grammar, spelling, etc)

/20

Content



Accuracy/Thoroughness of material presented

/30



Critical Thinking (original thought, analysis and support)
/30

Sources


Scholarly merit






/10


Appropriate citations and works cited 



/10

Presentation

Organization/Structure





/25

Creativity/Artistry/Attention to detail



/25

Content



Accuracy/Thoroughness of material presented

/25



Critical Thinking (original thought, analysis and support)
/25

