Tracking a bill

· To track a bill, consult the sources listed on http://www.nwmissouri.edu/library/courses/government/billtolaw.htm.

· LexisNexis Congressional How a Bill Becomes Law
http://web.lexis-nexis.com/congcomp/form/cong/h_law.html?_m=c45b93476c32a994e5e3d7ebde0d5e9c&wchp=dGLbVzb-zSkSA&_md5=526b54bdcbc4ba8fb9b98fd7ee66fd5e
· LexisNexis Congressional Bill Tracking
1. Go to the LexisNexis Congressional 
http://www.nwmissouri.edu/Library/IpChecking.asp?http://www.lexis-nexis.com/congcomp
2. From the Congressional menu click Legislative Histories, Bills & Laws
3. In the Keyword Search display under Search Within, click Bill Tracking
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· Congressional Quarterly Almanac http://www.nwmissouri.edu/Library/IpChecking.asp?http://library.cqpress.com/cqalmanac
1. Bill numbers, key votes, and public law number

2. Detailed explanation of major bills for the year

3. How bills change and move from committees to floor votes

4. Covers conference negotiations and provides conference committee report number
5. Explains key provisions of bills

6. Describes roles played by legislators in the development of bills

7. Contains appendixes for congressional membership, voting studies, key votes, texts, public laws, and roll call votes

To find Legislative Histories – bills passed into law (for detailed references to Congressional Record entries, committee reports, and congressional testimony with links to appropriate documents where available):
· LexisNexis Congressional/Legislative Histories, Bills & Laws/Legislative Histories (From Congress 91 - 1969/1970). 
· Go to the LexisNexis Congressional http://www.nwmissouri.edu/Library/IpChecking.asp?http://www.lexis-nexis.com/congcomp
1. From the Congressional menu click Legislative Histories, Bills & Laws
2. In the Keyword Search display under Search Within, click Legislative Histories   
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· GPO Access/Public and Private Laws/Public Law Text/Legislative History (From Congress 104 - 1995/1996 until the present). 
1. Go to the GPO Access/Public and Private Laws page (http://www.gpoaccess.gov/plaws/index.html)

2. To search the current congress, use the Current Congress Only, 109th Congress (2005-06) search form 
3. To search for legislative histories for Congress 104 - 1995/1996 until the year previous to the present year, use Previous Congresses -- 104th (1995-96) through 109th (2005-06) Congress search forms (if you know the public law number, this search works best)
4. Open the text for the bill you are interested in and scroll to the very end of the text to the section labeled LEGISLATIVE HISTORY


To find articles in the New York Times and Washington Post about a bill:
1. Access New York Times:
http://rl6vs2mp4m.search.serialssolutions.com/?V=1.0&N=100&L=RL6VS2MP4M&S=I_M&C=0362-4331
2. Access the Washington Post:

http://rl6vs2mp4m.search.serialssolutions.com/?V=1.0&N=100&L=RL6VS2MP4M&S=I_M&C=0190-8286
NOTES: 

· Remember the more specific the wording you use the better your results usually are. For instance, instead of using “energy bill” use ENERGY POLICY ACT OF 2005
To find articles in the National Journal about a bill:

1. Access National Journal 
http://rl6vs2mp4m.search.serialssolutions.com/?V=1.0&N=100&L=RL6VS2MP4M&S=I_M&C=0360-4217
NOTES:

· Enclose phrases in quotation marks

· Type the Boolean operator and between the words or phrases you are searching (e.g., “tax cut” and children)

To find articles in CQ Researcher about a bill:
1. Access to CQ Researcher

http://rl6vs2mp4m.search.serialssolutions.com/?V=1.0&N=100&L=RL6VS2MP4M&S=I_M&C=1056-2036
NOTES:

· Enclose phrases in quotation marks

· Type the Boolean operator and between the words or phrases you are searching (e.g., “tax cut” and children)

To find articles in Congressional Quarterly Weekly Report (CQ Weekly) about a bill:
1. Access to CQ Weekly

http://rl6vs2mp4m.search.serialssolutions.com/?V=1.0&N=100&L=RL6VS2MP4M&S=I_M&C=1521-5997
NOTES:

· Enclose phrases in quotation marks

· Type the Boolean operator and between the words or phrases you are searching (e.g., “tax cut” and children)

LexisNexis Congressional/Political News

:
· LexisNexis Congressional/Political News includes indexing for the publications Washington Post Section A, Roll Call, and The Hill. Taken together these publications give in-depth coverage of national politics and unique, close-up perspectives on the people, politics, and process of congress. Included are articles which detail the influence of the Executive branch and lobbyists on congressional activity.
1. Go to the LexisNexis Congressional 
http://www.nwmissouri.edu/Library/IpChecking.asp?http://www.lexis-nexis.com/congcomp
2. Click Political News / Hot Topics
3. You can set limits on which of the three publications to search, which segment of the article to search (headline, byline, body, organization, person), and which dates or date ranges to search
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To find primary Committee Reports for recent bills passed into law (101 – 1989/90):
1. If your bill has become law find the committee report number for most significant committee reports related to that bill (especially the vital conference committee reports if any were published) using:

· LexisNexis Congressional/Legislative Histories, Bills & Laws (From Congress 91 - 1969/1970). Conference committee reports are listed at the end of the REPORTS: section of the the Legislative history report with a link to the report when available through LexisNexis Congressional. Additionally, the last reports are typically the most representative of the final version of the bill passed into law.

· Congressional Quaterly Almanac (1945 - year previous to the current year)

· GPO Access/Public and Private Laws/Public Law Text/Legislative History (From Congress 104 - 1995/1996 until the present). Primary committee reports are listed at the very end of the text of each public law in the Legislative History section along with citations from the Congressional Record and the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents. Below is a sample Public Law Text/Legislative History from GPO Access. Note that the report indicates the legislative chamber (House or Senate), the congress number (107), and the committee the report came from. It also indicates whether it is a committee of conference.
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2. If you did not link directly to the primary reports from LexisNexis Congressional/CIS Index/Legislative Histories, use the committee report information from Congressional Quarterly Almanac or from GPO Access and search for the committee reports in:

· LexisNexis Congressional/ Congressional Publications/Advanced Search/House & Senate Reports (1970-present)
· Thomas (Library of Congress)/Committee Reports
To find all Committee Reports for recent bills (91 – 1969/70):
1. Go to the LexisNexis Congressional
http://www.nwmissouri.edu/Library/IpChecking.asp?http://www.lexis-nexis.com/congcomp
2. Click Congressional Publications, then click Advanced Search 
3. Unclick all of the other publications except House & Senate Reports (1970-present)
4. Limit by Congressional Source, Subject, Title, Witness, or Witness Affiliation
5. Restrict by Date or Congress 
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6. You can further limit using Search by Number
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7. Your result list may show many committee reports. Edit search and try using more specific terms (ethanol rather than energy) or enter the name of key legislators involved in crafting the bill or enter report number if you know it as a limiter
8. For Bills already passed into law try LexisNexis Congressional/CIS Index/Legislative Histories/REPORTS:
· LexisNexis Congressional/ Legislative Histories, Bills & Laws/Legislative Histories (From Congress 91 - 1969/1970). Conference reports are listed at the end of the REPORTS: section of the Legislative history report with a link to the report when available through LexisNexis Congressional. 
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