
FACTORS TO CONSIDER IN EVALUATING WEB SITES
	AUTHORITY
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Credentials—One of the following criteria must be identified:

a. Author credentials (educational level, occupation experience) should match the subject of Web site and qualify them as experts in this field 

b. Sponsoring organization is run by professionals qualified as experts in this field of study 
Which criteria did you choose and why? 

2. Domain—Select one of the following domain types:

a. Commercial & network domain including information promoting businesses 

b. Educational & organizational domain including material supporting knowledge & learning 

c. Governmental domain including statistics, public information, tourism, or historical data 

d. Military site including historical data and information about the armed forces
Which domain is your site and how does the domain affect the content of the site?
     
3. Contact Information—Contact information (phone number, postal address, or email address) is provided. Contact information may be available on the homepage or the “About” page of the site.
Where did you find the contact information and information did you find?
     
	ACCURACY


1. Bias— Determine if the information provides only one viewpoint. That information may be unfairly biased if:
a. An opinion, cause, or social agenda is advocated without providing documented facts 
b. Advertisements are not distinctly separated from the content 
c. The sponsor sells a product related to the content
Is this site biased? What information did you use to make this decision? 
     
2. Verification—One of the following criteria should be present:

a. List of Works Cited (bibliography or reference list). Cited works must refer to specific information presented on the site, and usually include books and/or journal articles. A list of related web sites (often labeled “For Further Information”) is not a Works Cited list.

b. Information can be verified in an academic database like Academic Search Premier on the Search for Articles web page.  Provide the author and title of the article you find that substantiates specific information in your chosen site.  Include the name of the database you used. 
Which criterion did you use? If you used #2, provide a COMPLETE citation (author, date, title of article, title of periodical, volume #, issue #, page #s) for the source you used.  
     
3. Date: Creation/Updated date should be appropriate for page content.

What is the creation/updated date for this web site? Is it appropriate for the content?

     
	AUDIENCE
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Relevancy - locating information that mentions a topic doesn't guarantee that the information is relevant or supportive of the specific research purpose.
Is this Web site relevant to the topic you planned to research? 

     
2. Type of Web Site – while many sites blend the categories below, choose one of the four types as the primary focus of the Web site:
a. Informational/Educational


b. Political

c. Recreational
​
d. Commercial
Which type of Web site is this one? Remember, this is not the domain—this is how people use the web site. 

     
3. Audience Characteristics – determine if there is a common interest, age, or gender of the group targeted by your selected Web site.
List the common characteristic(s) of the group targeted by your web site. 
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