Dear Early Arriving Student, 
I have instructions for you to follow:
 
1.       Arranging Arrival 
a.       Please send me your arriving flight number and airline name so we can arrange pick up using this web form. There are a total of 30 arrival doors per each of three terminals at MCI for a total of ninety (90) arrival doors (not one arrival door like many airports) so your flight number and airline name are extremely important. After I receive this information we will arrange to have our limousine service meet you at the airport (depending on the driver they may meet you as soon as you walk out of your aircraft, at the baggage carousel, or on the middle island directly outside of the door nearest your baggage carousel). For more info on MCI itself, see: http://www.flykci.com/AirportService/29/Index.htm 
b.      The cost will be $110 total for your trip one way from the airport to Maryville (about a 75 minute drive) and it will be placed on your school account – this can be paid later (I have covered payments in the I-20 packet; refer to it for your questions about tuition payments, etc.). 
 
2.       Arranging Housing 
a.       There are no guest rooms at our university. If you have not filled out a housing agreement (located in your I-20 packet) for on campus housing (roughly $3125 per semester), then we can arrange a hotel room for you at roughly $75 per night for each night until you find an apartment. Our house hunt begins on August 20 so roughly $375/3= 125 per student. The driver will take you to America’s Best Hotel if you do not have a room assignment 
b.      Otherwise, I have copied ISA and MSACS on this so someone may give you an address of an apartment where you can stay until you find a room of your own. You will need an address to give to the driver if this is your choice. Otherwise s/he will take you to America’s Best Hotel.
 
3.       Taking Your Flight
a.       Pack no more than what you alone can transport and carry all by yourself. There are no porters in the USA. 
b.      Do not pack your I-20, Passport, or monetary instruments in your checked luggage – carry these with you at all times.
c.       Take a pen with you on the flight (especially on the leg arriving into the USA).
d.      Do not pack liquid containers in your carry on with a volume greater than 75ml; they will be confiscated and thrown out.
e.      Drink plenty of water and do eat the food on the flights. Also make sure to freshen up by brushing teeth and washing face, underarms, etc. so you do not feel tired upon arrival.
f.        Make sure you have at least 2.5 hours between your arriving flight in the USA and your connection to MCI.
 
4.       Orientation and SEVIS Registration -  August 20th (There is no reason to report to the IIC prior to this date – student IDs will not be made until the 20th)
a.       Please report to the IIC on August 20th at 8AM SHARP for SEVIS registration, Health Insurance ID pictures, bank account creation, and the house hunt to follow in the afternoon. Bring your I-20 and Passport.  Breakfast will be provided. 
b.      Offices will not entertain job applications without Northwest Student IDs (Bearcat Card). 
 
I hope this helps and I truly look forward to meeting you when you arrive. 
Truly,
Jeffrey Foot
Director, International Affairs & ESL
Northwest Missouri State University
 
