
Fortieth Faculty Senate 

Northwest Missouri State University 
 

Minutes 
 

5 March 2014 

3:15 PM, Shared Conference Room, Administration Building 

 

Officers Present: 

Wayne Chandler, President 

Joel Benson, Past President  
Terry Long, President-Elect  

Ben Blackford, Secretary (Representative for Department of Business) 

Senators Present:  

Shelley Riley  (Nat Sci) John Gallaher  (Eng & Mod Lang) Margaret Drew  (Prof Ed) 
Ryan Wessell  (Behavioral Sci) Susan Myllykangas (Ed & HS) Brian Hesse (Hum. & SS) 
Terry Long  (HHS) Naveen Musunuru  (Ag) Michael Rogers  (MCIS) 

Ernest Kramer  (FPA) John Katsion  (CM&M) Ben Blackford (Business) 

Christine Benson  (A&S) Jim Eiswert  (A&S) Renee Rohs  (A&S) 
Rick Toomey  (A&S) Chi Lo Lim (Booth) Bayo Joachim (Booth) 

 

Provost:  Doug Dunham 
 

Guests and Representatives from other University Bodies: 
Matt Symonds Leslie Chandler Rose Viau Clarence Green Matt Baker 

Alisha Francis Allison Hoffman    

 Call to order 

 Meeting was called to order by Wayne Chandler, President, at 3:15 PM.  

 Approval of minutes from February 5, 2014 meeting 

 

Motion was made by Chi Lo Lim to approve, John Gallaher seconded the motion.  
Minutes were approved unanimously. 

 Approval of agenda 

Margaret Drew motioned to approve the agenda. Bayo Joachim seconded the motion.  Agenda was 

approved unanimously. 

 
Discussion of Process for Threat Determination: Provost Dunham, Clarence Green, and Matt Baker 

   

Dr. Dunham introduced the threat determination process and provided the excerpt from the Handbook 

(Chapter 5, pp 14-15) regarding the need to report possible incidents. Reporting to a central location is vital 
to identify patterns so that appropriate actions can be taken. Faculty should report threats to University 

Police because they may not be qualified to make the assessment. Reporting to one central location provides 

a better picture of the situation and allows for identification of patterns that can be missed by individuals. 
The goal is to implement measures to reduce the possibility of a harmful consequence. Any questions 

should be directed to Clarence Green, Chief of University Police, or Matt Baker, Vice President of Student 

Affairs. We have reached a point where jokes about violence and threats are inappropriate in the workplace 
in the same manner as those about sex. 



 Non-Senate Reports 

 Provost – Doug Dunham 

The Missouri House Budget Committee is passing a 2% increase to core appropriations. This could still 

change given where it is in the process. The Northwest Leadership Team is sending a proposal to the Board 
of Regents stating that tuition will not be increased if the State passes at least a 5% increase in 

appropriations for higher education. If the increase is below that, an increase to undergraduate tuition of 

1.5%, which is consistent with CPI, will be proposed. An increase in graduate tuition of 1.5% is proposed 

regardless of the amount of state appropriations. 
 

Some 919#’s have been changed for students after this information was accidentally attached to an e-mail.  

Even though there have been no reports, be aware this may have inadvertently caused some students to be 
unable to complete eCompanion activities at that time. The incident will be reported to the Department of 

Education as an unintentional violation of FERPA and procedures are under review to prevent recurrences in 

the future. 919#’s are considered protected information under FERPA and should not be included in any 

information that will be disseminated publicly.  
 

Promotion and tenure recommendations will go to the Board during the closed session scheduled for next 

week.  
 

Dr. Dunham offered his condolences to Dr. Jason White’s family and announced his passing was due to 

complications from a recent appendectomy. 

 Administrative & Professional Staff – Leslie Chandler – no report 

 There is a new system currently under development to provide feedback to supervisors. 

 Student Affairs – Rose Viau 

Residential Life is working on academic initiatives and will be sending out a survey to random faculty; they 

request the assistance of the faculty in completing those surveys. They currently have staff and students 
taking leadership course.  

 

Rose also reported the names of faculty identified as making a difference by students in the Residence Halls. 

 Student Senate – Cody Uhing – no report 

 Support Staff Council – Tanya Riley – no report 

 University Chairs – Mark Corson – Matt Symonds was present; there was no report. 

Faculty Senate & University Committee Reports 

Committees Related to Matters Involving Faculty Advisement 

Access and Accommodations  Lori Durbin – no report 

Athletics    Matt Walker – no report 

Calendar    Merry McDonald – no report 
Educational Technology   Patrick Immel – no report 

Employment Equity   Beth Richards – no report 

Health and Safety   April Haberyan – no report 

International Studies and Programs Phil Laber – no report 

Intercultural Advocacy   Martha Breckenridge 



They are working on an event for all faculty for next fall which would have an international program 

and possibly food. It would provide a venue for international faculty to become better acquainted with 
the rest of the faculty. They are also working with intercultural student groups, both international and 

students of color, to discover in what ways the IAC can better address their needs.  They plan panel 

discussions during the next two months to receive input from student leaders on this topic 

Student/Faculty Discipline  Dan Smith – no report 

Student/Faculty Traffic   Sue Myllykangas 

Reminder that parking lots are monitored at all times. The assumption by some seems to be that lots are 
not monitored after 5:00 PM; this is incorrect. Students should not park in faculty lots at any time. Snow 

over signage or lines is not an excuse for parking in a restricted area. 

 Committees Requiring Faculty Advisement  

Animal Welfare    Callie Walker – no report 

Assessment    Brian Hesse 

The Teaching and Learning Committee has $20,000 to distribute. The deadline for proposals is March 20. 

The Assessment committee is examining how to better address student assessment for those students who 

have not taken enough general education courses. Currently, students take it once they reach junior status 
regardless of the number of general education courses completed. One proposal is to have students 

complete the assessment after they have taken 36 hours of general education courses. There was also 

discussion of how this would impact Education majors who take the C-BASE instead.  

Budget, Planning and Development Terry Long – no report 
Distinguished Lecture Series  Aaron Johnson/Kenton Wilcox – no report 

Faculty Welfare    Chi Lo Lim  

The combined satisfaction survey for faculty and staff is almost finalized. Initial research is being done in 

regards to a dual careers policy and potential sharing of sick leave.  

Institutional Review Board  Mary Shepherd – no report 

Research    Michael Hull – no report 

Committees Related to Faculty Sovereignty 

Academic Appeals   Rick Toomey – no report 

Admissions and Advanced Standing Margaret Drew 

The committee met on February 12. They heard 19 petitions. Fourteen were approved, two were denied, 

and three were tabled. One of those tabled was returned to the department.  

Curriculum and Degree Requirements Christine Benson 

The committee met on February 20. They heard three petitions. Two were approved and one was denied.  

A proposal regarding credit for Math Skills was also approved.  

Designated Curriculum Matters  Jim Eiswert 

The committee met on February 6 and 27. The committee continues to look at the General Education 

Assessment and potential data collection on the assessment. There is an effort to redesign data collection 
to assess all of the data from these assessments to go along with the technical limitations. Unanimous 

support was offered for a non-curricular proposal concerning the General Education Assessment and 



notification through Banner. The committee had the annual meeting with Allison Hoffman to review 

Freshman Seminar program; there was unanimous support for Allison’s adjustments to the new 
curriculum. One issue is the uneven presentation of general education as a foundation within different 

Freshman Seminar sections. The committee is producing a video on the importance of general education. 

The committee also encourages faculty to consider teaching Freshman Seminar; there is still a need.  

One-Time Course Offering Doug Dunham/Terry Long 

One proposal was reviewed. Committee approved and proposal is on the Faculty Senate agenda for a 

vote. 

Ad Hoc Committees – no report 

Faculty Workload   Jeff Thornsberry 

President’s Report 

A new form is now available on the Faculty Senate website for non-curricular proposals.  

 

Terry, Max Fridell, and Wayne went to the Missouri Association of Faculty Senates Meeting. Discussion at 
the meeting suggests that funding for higher education in the state will continue to be an issue. There are 

currently two bills in the House to change performance funding to a statute. 

 

The Midwest Higher Education Compact is working on reciprocity agreements among states to offer online 
classes to students in other states. There is discussion that this may bring some consistency across states, but 

it is not yet clear what that process will be.  

 

The Missouri Chapter of NEA is concerned about efforts to pass permanent tax cuts for the state and what 
that impact could be on higher education. 

 

Wayne and Terry participated in the strategic planning process a few weeks ago; more details will be 
provided later.  

 

At-large elections for senators are in: Rick Toomey, Ming-Chi Hung, Doug Sudhoff, and Max Fridell 
 

New Business 
 

A. Curriculum proposals: 

• 113-45/54-01 Proposal was for a new interdisciplinary minor from Business and HHS, Sport Management 

Jim Eiswert made a motion to approve. Chi Lo Lim seconded the motion. The most 
passed unanimously. 

 

• 214-17-04 Proposal restructures the Math Skills course so that students can receive one, two , or three credits  
                                       depending upon the modules passed. 

Bayo Joachim made a motion to approve. The motion was seconded by Christine Benson. 

The motion passed unanimously. 
   

• 214-44/54-01 Proposal was for a one-time interdisciplinary course from the Computer Science and  

                                        Business departments. Margaret Drew made a motion to approve. The motion was   

                                        seconded by Christine Benson. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

• 214-44-01 Proposal breaks Mobile Computing (44-543) with four, more specialized courses for graduate and  

                                                     undergraduate students. Motion to approve was made by Chi Lo Lim and seconded by  
                                                     Renee Rohs-Sparks. Proposal passed unanimously. 

 



 

B. Challenge-only (Graduate) proposals: 
• 214-44-02 Proposal changes requirements for MS in Applied Computer Science degree, dropping the  

                                                     aforementioned Mobile Computing course and replacing it with the new courses from                

                                                     Proposal 214-44-01. There was no challenge. 

 
C. Other proposals: 

• 214-Chairs-01 Proposal to revise Undergraduate Catalog attendance policy. 

Motion to approve made by Jim Eiswert and seconded by Rick Toomey. The proposal  
passed unanimously. 

 

During discussion, it was presented that the goal was to remove the pressure on the 
Wellness Center to provide notes.   

 

The question arose if anything from health professionals can be required. Discussion was 

that we cannot require specifics due to HIPAA. Recommendation was departments look 
at the policy and develop an approach. 

 

• 214-EXEC-03 Proposal would create a new standing committee, The Teaching and Learning Center Committee,  
                                       to advise the Director on matters related to faculty development and academic support    

                                       programs. Jim Eiswert made a motion to approve. Chi Lo Lim seconded the motion.  

                                       Proposal passed unanimously. 
 

• 214-EXEC-04 Proposal to create a new standing committee, The Freshman Seminar Advisory Committee, to  

                                       advise the Director of Freshman Seminar on matters related to Freshman Seminar. Chi Lo  

                                       Lim made a motion to approve that was seconded by Bayo Joachim. The motion passed  
                                       unanimously.  

 

Discussion was that the change to the existing committee is to make it a recognized  
             committee for service in annual evaluation. 

 

Old Business 

 

No old business to discuss. 

 

Items from the floor 

 

There was discussion of the Just-In-Time Professor, a Congressional staff report on the working conditions of  
             adjuncts in higher education. Discussion of the possible change in how hours are counted for adjuncts, which  

             could change the limits of how many classes they can teach.  

 

Adjournment  

The meeting was adjourned by Wayne Chandler at 4:42 PM. 

 

 

Future meetings (all begin at 3:15 pm) 
 

Faculty Senate (Shared Conference Room of Admin Bldg) Executive Committee (Valk 14) 
 

4 September 5 February 28 August 29 January 
2 October 5 March 18 September 19 February 

6 November 2 April 16 October 19 March 

4 December 16 April 20 November 9 April 
15 January  8 January  

 


