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College of Arts and Sciences, Northwest Missouri State University 

 
SYLLABUS 

 
13-449 PAINTING STUDIO  2-6 trimester hours credit 

 
Instructor:  
Armin Mühsam 
Office: Fine Arts 253   Phone: 1789    E-mail: amuhsam@nwmissouri.edu 
Office Hours: Tuesday 9-noon and 1-2 pm, Thursday 9-noon. 
 
Course Description: 
Individual, directed study in selected painting media. May be repeated for a total of 15 trimester 
hours. Prerequisite: Art 13-340 and permission of instructor. (F,S) 
 
Rationale: 
This course allows advanced students to continue working in their preferred medium, to realize 
their own potential as artists through this process, and to develop what Frank Stella describes: 
“The idea of being a painter is to declare an identity. Not just my identity, an identity for me, but 
an identity big enough for everyone to share in. Isn’t that what it’s all about?” 
 
Objectives: 
1. To give advanced students additional opportunity to pursue their own artistic directions. 
2. To foster the students’ responsibility for their own growth as an artist, with an increasing 

amount of freedom to work alone. 
3. To encourage individual research into those forms of painting with which the student feels a 

close affinity, and to foster awareness of contemporary artistic trends. 
4. To help students formulate an artist statement. 
 
Content: 
1. Course will follow direction suggested by student’s individual development. There are no 

specific assignments; however, the student has to complete a quantity of work equal or 
exceeding that required for Advanced Painting (80%). 

2. Research paper (6+ pages) and oral presentation (20%). 
3. Group discussions on art theory and on the artist statements written by the students. 
 
Methods of Instruction: 
1. Group critiques (during Adv. Painting) at intervals deemed necessary by instructor. 
2. Discussions of outside reading assigned by the instructor or volunteered by the individual 

student. 
 
Textbook Information: 
Coplans, John. Serial Imagery. New York Graphic Society, 1969 
Haftmann, Werner. Painting in the 20th Century. F.A. Praeger, 1965 
 
Plagiarism and Cheating: 
This course abides by University policy and regulations (see 2008-10 University Catalog, pages 
39-40). The nature of the course is such that “cheating” would be any work done not by the 
student who claims it as his/her own. “Plagiarism” would be taking the composition/style of 
another artwork without designating it as a copy. Quotation of somebody else’s artwork, as long 
as it is incorporated in the student’s original idea/composition, is not considered plagiarism. 
  
 



Course Evaluation: 
At the group conferences as well as the individual meetings students will be expected to make 
adequate verbal defense of their solutions to problems. They should be able to explain the nature 
of the problems undertaken or encountered as the work progressed, and why certain solutions 
were chosen. Also taken for granted is the students’ awareness of the work of other artists which 
relates to their own and the ability to place the latter into the broader context of the current art 
scene. 
1. Paintings will be evaluated by instructor at mid-term and at the end of the trimester, at which 

time grades will be given for each one. 
2. Grading will be done according to the following considerations: 

a) Apparent signs of growth in form concept and expression. 
b) Apparent involvement with one’s work as evidenced by time spent and amount of work 

produced. 
c) Ability of student to defend his/her ideas, implying his/her understanding of problems 

involved and awareness of similar solutions in the work of other artists. 
d) Apparent accomplishment of student’s own stated objectives, since the work in this class 

will be based on student’s own choice of subject, medium, and manner of handling.  
 
Grades: 
The grade will be based primarily upon the above factors; and secondarily, on the quality of 
participation in discussion sessions. 
 
A = Superior:  This grade is a mark of distinction for students who have repeatedly and variously 
demonstrated talent, initiative, and self-reliance as well as their grasp of the substance and intent 
of the course and of its relevance to the discipline as a whole. 
 
B = Excellent:  This grade is awarded in recognition of a student’s above average performance 
throughout the course and excellence in some aspects, whether of imagination, initiative in the 
setting and resolution of problems, or by habits of mind and of work. 
 
C = Satisfactory:  This is given for regular attendance and satisfactory completion of more than 
minimal course requirements. It is an earned grade and is not given merely for effort or for regular 
class attendance alone. 
 
D = Unsatisfactory:  Implies that attendance and/or effort has been irregular and deficient, or that 
work is generally not up to average standards, or that the student's work habits are deficient, or 
some combination of some or all of these. 
  
Policy Statement: 
a) Students are required to attend the critique sessions. 
b) Students are expected to devote as much other time as is necessary to complete an 

acceptable amount of work, depending on the nature of the projects undertaken. 
c) Assignments with a due date are to be turned in on time. 
d) All necessary painting materials are to be furnished by the students. 
e) Students are expected to attend all De Luce Gallery openings and visiting artist lectures. 
 
Disability Accommodations: 
Students in this course who need disability accommodations/modifications should present a copy 
of their official Northwest accommodation letter from the LAP/S Committee to the instructor during 
private office hours as early in the term as possible. Additional information can be found online at 
www.nwmissouri.edu/swd. 
 
Syllabus Preparation: 
This syllabus was revised by Armin Mühsam in August of 2011 to be implemented during the Fall 
Trimester 2011. 
 



 


