
DEPARTMENT OF ART SYLLABUS 
College of Arts and Sciences, Northwest Missouri State University 

 
13-321 ADVANCED DRAWING  3 trimester hours credit 

 
Instructor: Armin Mühsam 
Office: Fine Arts 249   Phone: 1789    E-mail: amuhsam@nwmissouri.edu 
Office Hours: Tuesday 9-noon and 1-2 pm, Thursday 9-noon. 

 
Course Description: 
A continued study of the human figure, other subjects, and composition. More emphasis given to 
independent decision making. Prerequisite: 13-221 (F,S). 
 
Rationale: 
This course provides students a continuation of structured study from life forms. It is also 
designed to challenge each student’s capacity to set individual problems and work through them 
in self-directed ways. Most importantly, it is intended to reinforce the necessity of drawing as 
continuous effort to see and relate. 
 
Objectives: 
1. To allow the student the opportunity to explore, in greater depth, the creative possibilities of 

various drawing mediums and subject matter. 
2. To further develop drawing techniques and composition principles in a creative manner. 
3. To familiarize the student with past and present achievements in drawing and other art forms 

in which drawing has played an important role in their development. 
 
Content: 
1. Experimental techniques unit (10% of the final grade). 
2. Window Room Furniture project (20%). 
3. Final project (20%). 
4. Visual research project, subject to be chosen by student. If the subject is in any way related 

to the human figure, only out of class figure drawings count for this category (30%). 
5. Figure drawing (20%). 
 
Methods of Instruction: 
Approximately 80% of the class time will be spent in the drawing studio working on assigned 
projects. The remaining time will be devoted to slide lectures as well as occasional group 
critiques for discussion of completed assignments. Sketchbook and/or visual research problems 
as well as readings will be assigned for out of class completion. 
 
Textbook Information: 
Sale, Teel & Betti, Claudia: Drawing: A Contemporary Approach. Thomson Wadsworth, 2006. 
Students should also research titles that are pertinent to their field of interest/artistic direction. 
 
Plagiarism and Cheating: 
This course abides by University policy and regulations (see 2008-10 University Catalog, pages 
42-43). “Cheating” would be work done not by the student claiming it as his/her own. “Plagiarism” 
would be taking the composition/style of another artwork without designating it as a copy. Quoting 
artwork, as long as it is incorporated in an original idea/composition, is not considered plagiarism. 
 
Course Evaluation: 
The grade will be based on drawings completed by the student, as specified and within given time 
frames. Progress in this process is constituted largely by quantity, self-discipline and dedication. 
This invariably leads to an increase in quality. The following will aid the instructor in evaluating the 
student’s work: 



1. Problem development: The degree of creativity, originality, uniqueness of vision used in the 
set-up and resolution of the problem assigned.  

2. Form/design: Organization of the composition. Formal relationship of the “elements” of design 
to the “principles” of form organization. 

3. Workmanship: The application of care, judgment, and dexterity in carrying out the 
assignment/problem. A naïve aesthetic is unacceptable. The better the subject is 
observed/analyzed, the better the drawing will be, especially the anatomically correct 
representation of the observed model. The student has to draw what he/she sees. 

4. Effort: Initiative, ambition and time involvement in carrying out assignments. Persistence in 
the face of setbacks and failures. NOT doing the obvious, the easy, the least challenging. 

  
Grades: 
There will be one formal portfolio reviews, at mid-term, when the student has to present all 
assigned projects completed up to that point; at the end of the trimester another such review may 
be scheduled during which only the work done since mid-term will be reviewed. To be considered 
for a passing grade the student needs to have completed ALL assigned projects (including the 
specified minimum number of drawings). 
Grades/scores are recorded numerically, not as letter grades, throughout the trimester. Letter 
grade equivalents of the scores are as follows: 95-100(%)=A, 90-94=A-, 87-89=B+, 83-86=B, 80-
82=B-, 75-79=C+, 69-74=C, 65-68=C-, 62-64=D+, 58-61=D, 55-57=D-. Grades are given for work 
completed at a specified time; all late work will be graded down one third of the letter grade for 
each class period late (beginning with due date). 
 
A = Superior:  This grade is a mark of distinction for students who have repeatedly and variously 
demonstrated talent, initiative, and self-reliance as well as their grasp of the substance and intent 
of the course and of its relevance to the discipline as a whole. 
B = Excellent:  This grade is awarded in recognition of a student’s above average performance 
throughout the course and excellence in some aspects, whether of imagination, initiative in the 
setting and resolution of problems, or by habits of mind and of work. 
C = Satisfactory:  This is given for regular attendance and satisfactory completion of more than 
minimal course requirements. It is an earned grade and is not given merely for effort or for regular 
class attendance alone. 
D = Unsatisfactory:  Implies that attendance and/or effort has been irregular and deficient, or 
that work is generally not up to average standards, or that the student's work habits are deficient, 
or some combination of some or all of these.  
 
Policy Statement: 
1. Each student is required to attend two one-hour and fifty-minute studio sessions per week. 
2. In addition, students are required to devote a minimum of three hours per week drawing for 

every credit hour carried. 
3. Assignments with a due date are to be turned in on time. 
4. Absences (excused or unexcused) in excess of three (3) will account for a full end-of-

trimester grade loss for each excessive absence. 
5. All necessary drawing materials are to be furnished by the students. 
6. Students are expected to attend all De Luce Gallery openings and visiting artist lectures. 
 
Disability Accommodations: 
Students in this course who need disability accommodations/modifications should present a copy 
of their official Northwest accommodation letter from the LAP/S Committee to the instructor during 
private office hours as early in the term as possible. Additional information can be found in the 
“Services for Students with Disabilities” brochure available at the Student Services Center in the 
Administration Building or online at: http://www.nwmissouri.edu/swd/index.htm. 
  
Syllabus Preparation: 
This syllabus was updated by Armin Mühsam in January of 2011 to be implemented during the 
Spring Trimester 2011. 



 
 

  
  

 


