
DEPARTMENT OF ART 
 

College of Arts and Sciences, Northwest Missouri State University 
 

SYLLABUS 
 

13-221 LIFE DRAWING  3 trimester hours credit 
 

Instructor:  
Armin Mühsam 
Office: Fine Arts 249   Phone: 1789    E-mail: amuhsam@nwmissouri.edu 
Office Hours: Mon/Wed 10-noon, Tuesday 11-noon, 1-2 p.m., Thursday 11-noon. 
 
Course Description: 
Application of the fundamentals of drawing to develop an understanding of creative composition 
using the human figure. Prerequisite: 13-120 (Fall and Spring). 
 
Rationale: 
This course is taught to provide a structured situation in which the student will draw directly from 
the nude human figure. Studying the human body through drawing generates an intuitive sense of 
rightness or wrongness, of compositional soundness, which is at the base of all art-making. So 
although this is not an anatomy class, anatomically faithful drawing will be stressed because 
careful observation and analytical study raise the student’s visual awareness. “The essence of 
drawing (and of all art) is rhythmic structural ensemble” (Vernon Blake); this “ensemble of the 
relationship of every part of nature to all other parts” will be addressed through the study of the 
figure in its environment. Using representation as a way to learn about art, the student will begin 
to realize how the elements of art (i.e. line, shape, texture, value and color) can be turned into an 
expressive, creative use. 
 
Objectives: 
1. To apply the process of seeing to the process of drawing and to overcome incorrect 

stereotypes and preconceptions. 
2. To familiarize the student with a fundamental sense of the workings of the human body. 
3. To learn to see accurate proportion, volume, scale and surface of the figure as well as the 

space it occupies in its environment. 
4. To begin to master the elements of art as they apply in all their variety to drawing the human 

figure. 
5. To practice skills presented in class by completing, on a timely basis, out of class 

assignments of a similar nature in an 11”x14” sketchbook. 
6. To synthesize all required readings with classroom experience and to put this theoretical 

knowledge to use during verbal or written critiques. 
 
Content: 
1. Mechanism and structure of the skeleton. 
2. Directions, proportions, symmetries of the human figure. 
3. Basic anatomical facts of the respective body parts. 
4. Planar interpretation of the human form. 
5. Figure/ground. 
6. Negative/positive shapes/spaces. 
7. Value. 
8. Various techniques and drawing media. 
 
Methods of Instruction: 
1. The majority of the class time will be spent in the classroom drawing from the model 

preceded by demonstrations or discussions introducing respective drawing problems. 



2. The remaining time will be devoted to lecture utilizing slides, drawings and reproductions as 
well as occasional critiques for discussion of completed work. 

3. For every class meeting sketchbook problems will be assigned for out-of-class completion, to 
be turned in complete and finished at the beginning of the next scheduled class meeting.  

 
Textbook Information: 
Brown, C. and McLean, C. Drawing from Life. Wadsworth, 2004. 
 
Plagiarism and Cheating: 
This course abides by University policy and regulations (see 2004-06 University Catalog, pages 
42-43). The nature of the course is such that “cheating” would be any work done not by the 
student who claims it as his/her own. “Plagiarism” would be taking the composition/style of 
another artwork without designating it as a copy. Quotation of somebody else’s artwork, as long 
as it is incorporated in the student’s original idea/composition, is not considered plagiarism.   
 
Course Evaluation: 
The grade will be based on drawings completed by the student. The determining factor of 
evaluation is performance. Learning how to draw is a continuous process, with each assignment 
building on the preceding one. Progress in this process is constituted largely by quantity of work, 
self-discipline and dedication. These things invariably lead to an increase in quality. The following 
will aid the instructor in evaluating the student’s work: 
1. Seeing: The degree of anatomically correct representation of the observed subject. The 

student has to draw what he/she sees.  
2. Form/design: Organization of the composition. Formal relationship of the “elements” of art to 

the “principles” of form organization. 
3. Workmanship: The application of care, judgement, and dexterity in carrying out the 

assignment/problem. 
4. Effort: Initiative, ambition and time involvement in carrying out assignments. Persistence in 

the face of setbacks and failures. NOT doing the obvious, the easy, the least challenging. 
  
Grades: 
The final grade will be based on the following completed work. The percentage of the course 
grade (i.e. 100%) that this work represents is: 
    
   Execution of daily sketchbook assignments  20% 
   Final portfolio of selected in-class work   80% 
 
Grades/scores in the sketchbook are recorded and totaled and averaged numerically, not as 
letter grades, throughout the trimester. Letter grade equivalents of the scores are as follows: 
11=A, 10=A-, 9=B+, 8=B, 7=B-, 6=C+, 5=C, 4=C-, 3=D+, 2=D, 1=D-. If the work is judged 
incomplete or not submitted at all, a mark of zero will be recorded. This may be superceded 
provided it is turned in no later than the beginning of the next class meeting. This offer is good on 
the first five zeroes only. After that, no delay or re-do work will be accepted for credit. 
 
A = Superior:  This grade is a mark of distinction for students who have repeatedly and variously 
demonstrated talent, initiative, and self-reliance as well as their grasp of the substance and intent 
of the course and of its relevance to the discipline as a whole. 
 
B = Excellent:  This grade is awarded in recognition of a student’s above average performance 
throughout the course and excellence in some aspects, whether of imagination, initiative in the 
setting and resolution of problems, or by habits of mind and of work. 
 
C = Satisfactory:  This is given for regular attendance and satisfactory completion of more than 
minimal course requirements. It is an earned grade and is not given merely for effort or for regular 
class attendance alone. 
 



D = Unsatisfactory:  Implies that attendance and/or effort has been irregular and deficient, or that 
work is generally not up to average standards, or that the student's work habits are deficient, or 
some combination of some or all of these. 
 
  A = 90% - 100% 
  B = 80% -   89% 
  C = 65% -   79% 
  D = 55% -   64% 
  F =   0% -   54% 
 
Policy Statement: 
1. Each student is required to attend two one-hour and fifty-minute studio sessions per week. 
2. In addition, students are required to devote a minimum of three hours per week drawing for 

every credit hour carried. 
3. Due to the nature of the class (i.e. an employed model, site specific instruction, 

student/teacher and student/student interaction), it is impossible to provide any type of 
equivalent experience for students who do not attend class. As no absences are excused, 
students are responsible for all the material presented during class sessions. 

4. Absences (excused or unexcused) in excess of three (3) will account for a full end-of-
trimester grade loss for each excessive absence. 

5. All necessary drawing materials are to be furnished by the students. 
6. Students are expected to attend all De Luce Gallery openings and visiting artist lectures. 
 
Disability Accommodations: 
Students in this course who need disability accommodations/modifications should present a copy 
of their official Northwest accommodation letter from the LAP/S Committee to the instructor during 
private office hours as early in the term as possible. Additional information can be found in the 
“Services for Students with Disabilities” brochure available at the Student Services Center in the 
Administration Building or online at: http://www.nwmissouri.edu/swd/index.htm. 
 
Syllabus Preparation: 
This syllabus was revised by Armin Mühsam in January of 2010 to be implemented during the 
Spring Trimester 2010. 
 
 
 
 
 
Drawing Supplies Needed: 
 
1. Graphite drawing pencils (4B, 6B) 
2. “Pitt” compressed charcoals 
3. “Char-kole” compressed charcoal 
4. Conte crayons (black, white, sanguine and bistre) 
5. Ink and brush (to be specified) 
6. Kneaded or art gum erasers and plastic erasers 
7. 18” x 24” drawing pad 
8. Spiral-bound 11” x 14” sketchbook or pad 
9. 2-4 binder clamps/clips 
 

  
  

 


