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Northwest Missouri State University
Elementary and Special Education Majors

Residency Practicum and Student Teaching Experience

Northwest Missouri State University’s two-semester Residency Practicum/Student Teaching Experience
immerses Elementaryteachercandidatesinafullyearofteaching experience asapartoftheirfouryear
program. This provides teacher candidates an authentic teaching experience that allows them to observe,
collaborate, teach and reflect throughout an entire school year.

ResidencyPracticum-Elementary

StudentTeaching-Elementary

Elementary Residency Practicumteacher candidates arein
afield experiencethat quickly transitions from observation
to active learning.
¢+ Experiences individually designed to meet the needs of
teacher candidates
Focus on co-teaching
Focus on classroom and behavior management
Coaching by University Supervisor
Planning, collaborating and day-to-dayreflective
conversations with the cooperating teacher
+ Observing and participating in day-to-day operation of a
classroom and school
+ Refining knowledge of curriculum and assessment based
on standards andresources
* Applying lesson planningskills
¢+ Participatinginschooldistrict professional development
¢+ Observing anindividual Education Plan (IEP) meeting
+ Observing parent-teacherconferences

Elementary Teacher candidates continue their full year
teaching experience in the same school and district,
transitioning to skillful practice teaching. Continue all
aspects of Residency Practicuminadditiontothefollowing:
¢+ Participation in UnitPlanning
* Focusonplanningandimplementinglessons onadaily
basis, includingsmallandlarge groupinstructioninall
content areas
¢ Increased responsibility for managing classroom
procedures and student behavior
* Assessing students and planning of instructions based on
assessment results
¢+ Continued reflective writing and conversations with
university supervisor and cooperating teacher
¢+ Participatinginschooldistrict professional development

Whatto Expectas an Elementary Residency Practicum
Teacher Candidate
* Monday to Thursday full day at school
¢ Friday off for substituting, work, and course work
* Observation and coachingresultingin goal setting
¢ Introduction to the Missouri Educator Evaluation System
(MEES)
+ Coaching visits from University Supervisor
* 5required Professional Course seminars on main campus
+ Successful completion of all Residency Practicum
coursework

What to Expect as an Elementary Teacher Candidate during
Student Teaching
* MondaytoFridayaccordingtoschooldistrictcalendar
* Follow the school district calendar for beginning the
semester and the Northwest Field Experience for ending
the semester
Formative and summative observations using the MEES
5 Formative Observations by University Supervisors
3 required Professional classes days on main campus
Successful completion of all course requirements and
Student Teaching coursework
+ Pass the MEES Performance Assessment

Courses Taken During the Elementary Residency Practicum
¢ 62431 Residency Practicum
* 62432 Professional Seminar
* 62456 Practicum for Elementary School Reading
* 62320 Classroom and Behavior Management

Courses Taken During the Elementary Student Teaching
* 62434 Professional Capstone
* 61471 Directed Student Teaching




Northwest Missouri State University’s two-semester Residency Practicum/Student Teaching Experience
immerses Special Education (dual certified) teacher candidates in a full year of teaching experience as a part
oftheirfouryearprogram. This provides teachercandidates an authentic teaching experience thatallows
themtoobserve,collaborate, teachandreflect throughoutan entire schoolyearinboth special education
(K-6 and 7-12) and elementary classrooms.

ResidencyPracticum Special Education

Student Teaching Special Education

Residency Practicum Special Education teacher candidates
are in afield experience that quickly transitions from
observation to active learning.
+ Experiences individually designed to meet the needs of
teacher candidates
Focus on co-teaching
Focus on classroom and behavior management
Coaching by University Supervisor(s)
Planning, collaborating and day-to-day operation of a
classroom and school
¢ Refining knowledge of curriculum and assessment based
onstandards, student needs/IEPs andresources
* Applying lesson planning skills through lesson
development and teaching
¢ Participatinginschooldistrict professional development
¢+ Observing meetings throughout the Special Education
process including Individual Education Plan (IEP) meetings
+ Observing parent-teacherconferences

Special Education Teacher candidates continuetheir full
year teaching experienceinthe sameschool and district,
transitioning to skillful practice teaching. Continue
all aspects of Residency Practicum in addition to the
following:
* Participation in UnitPlanning
* Focusonplanningandimplementinglessonsonadaily
basis, including smallandlarge groupinstructioninall
content areas in both placements
* Increased responsibility for managing classroom
procedures and student behavior
* Assessing students and planning of instruction based on
assessment results
+ Participatinginaspects of the Special Education process
+ Continued reflective writing and conversations with
university supervisor and cooperating teacher
+ Participatinginschooldistrict professional development

Whatto Expectas aResidency Practicum Special
Education Teacher Candidate
* Monday to Thursday full day at school
* Friday off for substituting, work and course work
¢+ Split placement (50/50) between elementary education
and secondary special education
* Observation and coachingresultingin goal setting
¢ Introduction of the Missouri Educator Evaluation
System (MEES)
¢+ Coaching visits from University Supervisor (including one
in special education setting)
¢+ 2virtual observations from Special Education University
Supervisor and one video observation and reflection
* 5required Professional Course seminars on main campus
* Successful completion of all Residency Practicum
coursework

Whatto Expect as aSpecial Education Teacher Candidate
during Student Teaching
* MondaytoFridayaccordingtoschooldistrictcalendar
* Follow the school district calendar for beginning the
semester and the Northwest Field Experience for
ending the semester
¢+ Split placement (50/50) between elementary education
and elementary special education
Formative and summative observations using the MEES
5Formative Observations by University Supervisors
3 required Professional classes days on main campus
Successful completion of all course requirements and
Student Teaching coursework
* Pass the MEES Performance Assessment

Courses TakenDuringthe Special Education Residency
Practicum
* 62431 Residency Practicum
* 62454 Special Education Residency Practicum
* 62432 Professional Seminar
62456 Practicum for Elementary School Reading
* 62320 Classroom and Behavior Management

Courses Taken During the Special Education Student
Teaching

* 62434 Professional Capstone

* 61471 Directed Student Teaching

* 61481 Directed Student Teaching Special Education




