Ideas for Writing

Expectations:
· Describe the amount of work you expect to be given in each of your classes and explain how you plan to accomplish that work.

· What do you think of the Northwest campus?  Consider such factors as size, facilities, college community, Maryville community, services, access, aesthetics, etc.

Social Life:
· Describe the one person you have met who is most like you.

· Describe one person you have met who is like no one you have ever met before.

· Identify one person you’ve seen around who you want to meet and develop a plan  for meeting that person.

Campus Resources:
· Describe one campus office (health service, library, financial aid, registrar, TDC, Writing Center, academic department offices, etc.).  Include such information as location, hours services available, any related costs, and the people who serve and are served in this office.  Interview someone who works there as part of your research and suggest situations when you might use this office.

Emergencies:
· It’s 3:00 a.m.  Your roommate ___________________________ (calls to say he/she has been arrested; is having some kind of an attack; has fallen out of his/her loft and broken his/her leg; is crying uncontrollably; is packing to leave school because he/she can’t pay his/her bills) .  What do you do?

Goals:
· Imagine yourself 10 years from now.  Where are you living?  What kind of job do you have?  (Focus on characteristics and qualities rather than specific location or title).  What sort of a future lies before you?  Identify to what degree it is in your power to make this happen and what you need to do to accomplish this.

· For your high school’s 5th reunion the committee is producing a book.  You get one page in which you can describe your accomplishments, and detail the impact you made on your high school and any subsequent institutions.

Academics:
· Identify the one course you expect to be most difficult.  Explain why you expect it to be difficult.  Interview others who also consider it difficult and someone who does not.  Develop a plan for being successful in that course.

· Describe your best academic experience in high school.  What was it?  What did you have to do?  How did you do it?  What kind of rewards or incentives were associated with it?  Who were the other people involved and what did they do?

· Write an essay beginning, “I hate teachers who…..”   Then choose one or two of those irritating behaviors and propose ways of approaching a teacher about them, or suggest ways students can affect those teacher behaviors.

· Put yourself in the place of a teacher.  Write an essay entitled, “The Ideal Student”.  Then evaluate yourself according to that model and describe what you would need to do to be that ideal student.
Life Story:
· Tell about yourself as a child and as a young adult.  Describe where and when you were born, and how long you have lived in each town.  Name each town.  Are there any special experiences you remember?  Tell about them.  Describe what it is you like to do such as sports, games, jobs, etc., and what things you dislike. What activities do you think you do best (both for fun and in the line of work)?

· Have you any military service?  Describe the longest trip you have ever taken and tell about your most interesting experience.

· If married, tell how long you were acquainted with your spouse before marriage.  If you’re divorced, tell how long you were married.  Tell about your children, if any.  If single, do you plan to marry soon?  Are you going steady?  Are you engaged?

· Tell what you like the most about school and why?  What do you dislike the most and why?  Have you attended any other post secondary schools?  If you did not finish high school, why did you drop out?  What laboratory or life skill courses have you studied in the past?

· Tell what type of work you want to do and why you like this type of work.  Describe the job(s) you have held and tell what you liked or disliked about them.  Why did you leave?  If you were asked to leave, what reasons(s) were given for the request?

