Building a Sense of Community
As Northwest becomes the students’ new “home,”  how can they be encouraged to build a new sense of community, a feeling of belonging?   They have left their comfort zones where they felt secure and protected.  It is best if they can be discouraged from going home every weekend, calling home every day and spending time alone in their rooms.

Freshmen need to make new friends at Northwest.  They should be strongly encouraged to become involved with university organizations and activities, and discover what resources Northwest has to offer.   To help students become involved, you might suggest they form study groups, try volunteering, take on part-time jobs, participate in intramural activities, support an organization(s), or attend campus events (e.g. sports, musicals, plays).    Northwest has many resources to provide the security needed for freshmen to feel a new sense of community.

