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BONDING using 

Freshman  Postcards
Getting correct information to new students in a timely fashion is a problem we all face.  In the College of Agriculture at the University of Missouri-Columbia, we send postcards to our freshmen to ensure that they receive accurate information about the division and university policies.

Figures indicate that most students who will drop out make that decision during the first six weeks of the semester.  During this critical period few students will seek the help of their advisor.  Because students often do not come to us for information, these postcards allow us to take the information to them.

Entering freshmen are concerned about their ability to handle college work and study effectively.  These postcards allow us to share “tips” with them so they may develop confidence in their study skills and learn what and where the on-campus sources of academic assistance are located.  With freshman postcards providing the initial information and contact we hope that when students perceive they need help they will know where to turn.

Freshman Postcards also demonstrate that someone else cares.  All students feel the need to belong and to be cared for.  One of the most important yet least obvious functions of the postcards is that new students need to receive mail.  The most anticipated part of the day, checking the mail box, holds something for students in our College of Agriculture—a postcard with useful information in a positive tone.

In evaluations of the system, students indicate that the information was useful, they enjoyed receiving them, and often times shared the information with other students.

The following is an example of the text of one of our Freshman Postcards:

Students who are involved in extra-curricular activities in college have several advantages over those who aren’t.  By participating in activities, students get to know the faculty members they may have in class.  In addition, outside activities provide leadership opportunities and the chance to meet other students with similar interests.

Thursday, September 5, at 6:00pm, the College of Agriculture, will hold its annual Fall Roundup in the Ed Phillip’s Rodeo Arena.  At the event, College of Agriculture clubs and organizations will have displays and will be looking for new members.  Come to the Fall Roundup, this Thursday; this postcard will serve as your ticket to a FREE picnic dinner.  We hope you will attend…

And WELCOME to the College of Agriculture!!

