Thanks to Karen Schaffer, Biology
General Education Activity

Purpose:  to understand the “who, what, why, when & where” of general education? 

Intro:  the importance of a general education, of being a university graduate with a well rounded 

background.

Materials needed: newspaper, marker board/markers
** each student brings a newspaper to class for this activity or provide several for the class
Directions:

1.  Divide in to small groups (2-4); each group should have a person assigned to the task of being the 
     “official recorder” and another for “official reporter.”
2.   The members of each group(s) should select one paper to use for their group.
2.  Each group is instructed to read the articles on the front page of each the section of the newspaper they chose 
     (main, metro, sports, community news, automotive, careers, business, etc.)
3.  While reading the articles, the recorder for their groups jots down a list of:

What subject area is involved with the article?  

What areas of knowledge are needed to understand the article?
What areas of knowledge would be needed to be involved in this article?

4.  Give the groups 20-25 min. to complete their tasks
Reporting:  Assign someone from the class to record the subjects on the board

1.  Each group is to report and share one area (subject) they came up with.
2.  Recorder lists the knowledge areas on the board.

3.  What other areas of knowledge weren’t shared that are still on the lists?

4.  Discuss general education courses in gray pages of the catalog.  

5.   Link to the understanding of the reasons for taking general education courses.

What areas of knowledge were reported?

Math  
English 
Keyboarding

Computers

Politics

Government

Service

Volunteerism

Transportation

Animal Science
Biology
Mass Comm
Oral Communication


Others?

Service Learning

          Chemistry
As you go around the room and hear the groups reporting, what other areas of knowledge or education are taken for granted? 

Art

Music

Theatre

Math

Sociology

Geology
Physical Ed

Biology

Chemistry/Physics

Economics

Education

Creative Writing

Recreation

Acct/Finance

Geography

History

Finance

English

Foreign Language

Education

Psychology

Cooking

Fashion Design

Nutrition

Mkt/Mgmt

Television

Radio

Writing

