Theatrical Performance

A  sample format  for  a  critique

(by Dyann Varns)

I.
THE   INTRODUCTION


State what play you saw, where, and when.  (Play titles are underlined)


Preview the structure/organization of your essay in specific terms.

II.
THE  BODY


** A paragraph that summarizes the action of the play


** One paragraph discussing each of the following:


a.
acting


b.
costumes


c.
make-up


d.
setting/set


e.
lighting


f.
sound


In each of these paragraphs, answer the question, “To what extent did this area contribute to the overall effectiveness of the production?”  Express and support an opinion as to the quality of each area and its appropriateness to the play.  Describe what you liked, were impressed by, or were surprised at, and give several examples to support your opinion.

III.
THE   EVALUATION


All plays are written for a reason.  In this paragraph, search for that reason.   Do not spend time retelling the story; instead, document what you felt, questioned, realized, learned.  There are no wrong answers to this section.  The more thought you put into this, the better your critique will be.  Discuss the theme (point, idea, lesson) of the play, and its relevance, worth, and effectiveness to you and society.

REMEMBER:  When producing a play, nothing is left to chance.  Everything is done for a reason—good or bad, successful, or not—and is fair game for criticism.

(If a whole class is required to attend a theatrical performance as a class activity, reduced price tickets are available.  The instructor may check with the Department of Communication and Theatre Arts for more information)

