If Only I’d Known…

from the College of Idaho

…I’d have to learn to sleep with the lights on, the radio blaring, and the phone ringing.

…my old car takes twice as much money and time to run away from home and that it’s not so bad to walk sometimes.

…college isn’t all fun and games.  It’s hard work and takes a lot of self discipline.

…how lonely a Saturday night can get, yet  not to get so busy that I don’t have time for people.

…I’d need an iron and the know-how to use one.

…everybody’s human and I’d have to learn to live with different kinds of people.

…I could and should have learned to type.

…there’d be no one to tell me to do my homework before I turned on the TV or read a book.

…to be more aware of current events so I wouldn’t sound so stupid at bull sessions.

…to be really open to new, controversial ideas, not necessarily to accept them but to evaluate them.

…not to go over to the Student Union for a study break because if I manage to get back to my books, I won’t be in the mood to study anymore.  A 5-10 minute walk around the building is better.

…that getting used to a roommate is like getting married without being engaged.  It take a great deal of compromise, lots of give and take, to live constantly with one person. I should let the minor irritations go by, but if something really important bothers me, I should talk it over with my roommate.

…that I shouldn’t be afraid to ask questions.

…that one of the main purposes of a college education is to learn to express myself well on essay 

    exams, in class, in clubs, or in bull sessions.

…that there is no little brother or sister to get mad at when things go wrong.

…that the best way to study is without any form of distraction, e.g. radio, people, etc.

…how to make the best use of my time – what things are the most important and therefore, need 

    to be done first.

…that college isn’t as hard as everyone makes it out to be.

…that everyone complains about the food, but it’s really pretty good.

…that I shouldn’t go everywhere and do everything with my roommate or we’ll soon be at each

     other’s throats.

…that if I keep up with my reading, I can avoid the last minute panic.

…that the way to remember is review, review, review, whenever possible.

…that people who said I’d have a good date life weren’t necessarily right.

…how much I’d change, so I could get my parents used to the idea.

I SHOULD HAVE KNOWN…
…to read more in high school and learn to read faster.

…that if you wait until vacation to catch up on your school work and sleep, you’ll get neither 

    done and will ruin your vacation to boot.

…what it’s like to be completely on my own, making all my own decisions.

…to take it as it comes.  That I shouldn’t get uptight before I even know what’s going on.  Play it 

    cool.

…that there is more to learning than just what happens in the classroom or while I have my nose 

    in a book.  Learning comes from what happens in the classroom, as well as outside the 

    classroom.

WHY DIDN’T I REALIZE…
…that I would need so much more money than I had expected.  All the little things that you 

    usually forget about add up so quickly.

…that I should take advantage of campus events like concerts, clubs, and discussion groups.  Not 

    only does it round out my personality and make me a more interesting person, but there also is 

   the chance of getting a date with someone I meet there.

…that the best education comes from getting to know people, not only from books.

…that the most important thing I should try to learn is to think and solve problems and get to 

    know myself, accepting myself as I am.

