Art Gallery Viewing and Response Worksheet

(OR… You Can be an Art Critic, No Charge!)

WELCOME TO THE DELUCE ART GALLERY!  Most people cannot fully understand a work of art because no one has ever taken the time to teach them how to look at art and understand what they see.  This worksheet will try to help you better understand a work of art by taking you through the same process, step by step, that an art critic goes through  in looking at art.

View the exhibit, then select one work to study using this worksheet

1.DESCRIPTION:  An art critic first looks carefully at the work of art, noting what is in the work discovered through an inventory of the subject matter (people, things, etc.), and an inventory of the Elements of Art (line, shape, value, texture, color, space) found in the work.  He or she then describes what is seen.

List what appears to you to be the most important subject matter elements:

List and describe the Elements of Art that you think are most important in this work (Example: straight horizontal lines, bright happy colors):

2. ANALYSIS:  The art critic will next analyze the art work to understand how it is organized.  He or she uses the Principles of Design to make the analysis.  (The Principles of Design are underline in the following questions:  If you do not know what they mean, refer to the box at the end of this worksheet.)  Use the following questions to help you describe the organization of the work.

How are things in this work of art balanced?  Do they seem to be arranged equally about the work; more to one side  or the other, or do they grow out from a certain point?

Are things (shapes, lines, objects, etc.) repeated in the work of art, thereby creating a sense of rhythm, or movement?

Which things in this work are given greater emphasis, or seem to be more 

 important?

How has the artist used objects, colors, textures, etc. to achieve  variety?  Does the variety help or hinder the unity of the work?

How has the artist contrasted things in the work of art?

3. INTERPRETATION:  After describing and analyzing the work, the art critic can now interpret the work.  He or she will tell what the work of art means to him or her.  The art critic will consider only the things discovered in the work, and the way in which they are organized, to see which of the following could be used in an interpretation of the work.

Mood Language—feelings, desribable in terms such as somber, menacing, frivolous, etc.

Dynamic States—arousing a sense of tension, conflict, relaxation, etc.

Idea and Ideal Language—interpretations of social or psychological events and beliefs, 
and/or expressions of courage, wisdom, etc.

Take what you have learned in your description and analysis of this art work and tell what you think it means, what mood, if any, is given; what do YOU think the artist is trying to say?

4.  JUDGMENT:  Finally, the art critic makes a decision about the “artistic merit” of the work.  He or she uses the facts (DESCRIPTION, ANALYSIS, AND INTERPRETATION) he or she has discovered and made to say whether or not he or she believes the artist has been successful (communicated something to him or her in this work of art).

How well has this artist “spoken” to you?  Do you think, based upon what you have found in the work and your interpretation of it, that the artist communicated to you?  What do YOU think the artist was trying to say?

BALANCE:  How objects, shapes, areas of color, etc., are placed throughout the work of art.  
The arrangement of things.

RHYTHM & REPETITION:  The repeating of shapes, colors, etc. to form patterns, or make the 
eye move through the art work.

EMPHASIS:  Parts of art works are made more important than others.

VARIETY WITHIN UNITY:  Variations of lines, colors, etc. produce interest without 
overwhelming the harmony of the work of art.

CONTRAST:  Opposite effects are used through shape, line, color, etc., such as bright 
and dull colors, or rough and smooth textures.
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