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Coming: May 2008
INDIA  & the FAMILY NOVEL
English 540: Multiculturalism & World Literature

Dr. Nancy Mayer
In recent decades, writers from India, Indian ex-patriots, and their descendents have written outstanding novels that require their readers to consider questions of heritage, place, tradition, change, and the definition and boundaries of “family.” In a compressed 4-week summer class, we will read five novels (two quite short, one very long) as well as a selection of background material. We will also watch Satyajit Ray’s classic movie Pather Panchali  (Song of the Little Road), a story of Indian village life set in the early twentieth century. Students will keep reading journals, write questions for class discussions, and write a term or conference paper. There will be one take-home final examination. Reading selections will include:
R.K. Narayan, A Vendor of Sweets

Anita Desai, Clear Light of Day

Arundhati Roy, The God of Small Things
Rohinton Mistry  A Fine Balance

Kiran Desai The Inheritance of Loss
