The American Comic Novel


 “In my own experience, everything funny I have written is more 
terrible than it is funny, or only funny because it is terrible, or only terrible because it is funny.”  Flannery O’Connor

 “It was funny and dangerous and sad.”

The Readings:

Nathaniel West’s The Day of the Locust
Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man
Flannery O’Connor’s Wise Blood
Joseph Heller’s Catch 22
Kurt Vonnegut’s Slaughterhouse-Five
Louise Erdrich’s Tracks

Other Fun Stuff:

Charlie Chaplin

Buster Keaton

The Three Stooges

Saturday Night Live

Monty Python
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