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If you’re going to pursue literary studies, you need to be familiar with the theoretical and practical conventions of the field.  This is not so that you can produce the same work as everyone else, but so that you can contextualize your work in a way that will be taken seriously by others in the discipline.  Further, as one who plans to produce literary criticism, you should develop an understanding of the differences between “theoretical” and “practical” criticism and the association of these broad types with “serious” and “popular” literature, respectively.
In this class, we’ll work on just such things:  we’ll become familiar with critical conventions as well as ask—and perhaps even answer—the questions of just what criticism does and for whom.  We’ll read some acknowledged literary classics, some conventional criticism about those classics, some unconventional criticism, and some—well, some other things.

And we’ll write.  Oh, yes, we will.

Partial reading list:

Austen, Jane.  Pride and Prejudice
Austen, Jane and Seth Grahame-Smith.  Pride and Prejudice and Zombies
Chabon, Michael.  Maps & Legends: Reading and Writing Along the Borderlands
Conrad, Joseph.  Heart of Darkness
Stoker, Bram.  Dracula 

Selden, Raman, et al.  A Reader’s Guide to Contemporary Literary Theory, Fifth Edition

