English 650 Themes and Theories

From Dialogism to Decreation: The Shift Toward Silence in Modern Literature




The Poetry:

Stevens’s Notes Toward a Supreme Fiction and other poems

Ashbery’s Self-Portrait in a Convex Mirror
Rich’s The Dream of a Common Language
Plath’s Ariel 

McDonald’s Counting Survivors
The Fiction:

Pynchon’s The Crying of Lot 49
Didion’s Slouching Toward Bethlehem 

LeGuin’s The Left Hand of Darkness
Morrison’s Beloved
McCarthy’s The Road
DeLillo’s Falling Man
The Theory:

Roy Harvey Pearce’s “Toward Decreation: Stevens and the ‘Theory of Poetry’”

Helene Cixous’s Sorties (Selection)

Ihab Hassan’s “Toward a Concept of Postmodernism”
Michael Berube’s Public Access (Selection)

bell hooks’s “Postmodern Blackness”

Jean Baudrillard’s Simulacra and Simulation (Selection)

Mikhail Bakhtin’s The Dialogic Imagination (selections)
