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When today’s Bearcats graduate with an education degree, they’re carrying on a
100-year tradition, but more importantly, they’re prepared to enter a profession that can
change the world. Grace Combs, Lorna Simon, Dave and Rozann Seela, Amy Schreck and
Andy Schneider are probably well aware of their incredible importance to society, but day to
day, they’re not thinking about that. They’re thinking about how to keep kindergarteners from
painting the walls or how to explain science to fourth-graders. We celebrate six not-famous,
not-wealthy people who, by going to work every day, make a difference in the world without
ever making the history books.

For thousands of educators, their passion for teaching and helping children bloomed at Northwest. And

what a great place to start! After all, Northwest’s earliest roots began 100 years ago

as a Normal School — an institution dedicated to training teachers. In that span,

Northwest has changed names, presidents, degrees and even school colors. But
one thing remains — Northwest’s commitment to preparing educators.

In the first years, an elementary certificate was awarded to nearly 50

students just a few months after the school opened. That certificate

granted eligibility to teach for two years in a public school in
Missouri. In 1917, Northwest awarded its first bachelor of

science in education. Today, students can receive a
bachelor’s, master’s and specialist in education

at Northwest. There’s even a cooperative

educational doctorate program offered.

Just like the six teachers profiled,
many of today’s education students
choose Northwest based on the
reputation and results from their

teachers who were educated
at Northwest. By offering on-

campus field experiences at
Horace Mann Lab School or

off campus in the challenging
urban environment of

Kansas City, the education

program has evolved

into a state and national
leader in addressing
issues facing schools of
the 21st century.

Northwest, its
education program and
the teachers it produces
are clearly class acts.
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This is Andy’s first year as a physical
education and health teacher at Frankiin
Elementary School in Liberty. He is also
an assistant football coach at Liberty

High School. He was previously an
instructor and offensive line football coach
at Missouri Southern State University in

Joplin.

Are there other educators in your
family? My dad was an elementary

school principal in Excelsior Springs for
more than 30 years. | knew | wanted to
be a teacher because he was such a
good role model, and | saw the positive
influence he had on kids.

Did you have any inspirational
professors at Northwest? | learned sO
much from Gina Scott, Janet Reusser and
Sandi Mull. | also spent & lot of time in
observation at Horace Mann, which was

great experience.
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What is your biggest surprise about
elementary students? The amount of
energy they have! At this age, they’re so
excited about-everything that's-going on
around them.

What is your biggest surprise about
the teaching profession? 'm constantly
amazed at how much of a family
atmosphere there is-among teachers.

What’s the most challenging part of
being a teacher? Finding each kid’s
niche is sometimes a challenge, and
getting to know where they come from
and what they want to do. Being a PE
teacher is great, because gach kid at this
age wants to get up and be active.

Favorite quote: “Be quiet!” and “Get your
hands off him!”
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Since 1982, Dave has been a physics, chemistry, ecology and principals of technology
teacher at Clarinda (lowa) High School. He is also an adjunct geology instructor at
Jowa Western Community College. He and his wife, Rozann, 4 former vocal music
teacher, are co-owners of Seela Science Inc. and The Science Connection.

Favorite quote: Dave - “A mind
expanded by @& new idea never regains its
former dimension.”

Have you received any awards for
teaching? Dave — ['was the Wal-Mart
2004 Southwest lowa Teacher of the Year
and the Wal-Mart 2004 lowa Teacher of
the Year. Wal-Mart awarded me $11 ,000
o use any way [ wanted, so | created a
scholarship for students from Clarinda
High School.

How has the teaching profession
changed since you entered the field?
Dave — Education has become more ofa
political football than it once was. There
are also a lot of extra requirements and
expectations in and out of the classroom,
which means 2 lot more paperwork and
less kid work.

What are some jtems you used when
you first started teaching that are not
used today? Dave — Chalkboards, film
projectors, mimeograph machines, slide
projectors,
slide rules,
typewriters.

What’s the
pest part

of being a
teacher? Dave
—The kids.
These kids have
dreams, hopes
and ambitions,
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and it's exciting to tap into it and
be a part of it. You kind of see
yourself in those kids. When they
succeed, you see a little bit of
yourself. When they’re crying,
you feel it yourself. When they’re
happys you're happy- When
they're hurting, you do too.

How did The Science

Connection and Seela

Science get started? Rozann

_ \We started in a sparé room

at home apbout 10 years ago.

Dave was writing for the U. S.

Space Foundation on & National
Science Foundation grant. At

the same time, {was hired to

travel the country conducting
workshops 1o train elementary

teachers in hands-on science.

With Dave and | both being

teachers, we could see ways

that science could be taught sO much
better. Therefore, we started our own
pusiness with the goal in mind of helping
the teachers and kids understand science
and therefore understand where science
fits in-our everyday world.

What makes The Science Connection
and Seela Science successful?

Rozann — \We help elementary teachers
relax and realize science is understandable
and can easily pe taught t0 elementary
students if it’s put simply enough and
applied to what’s going on around them.
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Amyis a first-grade teacher at Eugene pecause of the influence of early childhood

Field Elementary School in Maryville. education. Unfortunately, they're exposed
Previously, she taught at Nodaway-Holt to a lot more than they used to, therefore,
and North Nodaway elementary schools in they're faced with issues that are of more
northwest Missouri and St. Gabriel’s and an adult nature. That's one reason why |
Ravenwood Elementary in Kansas City. teach more character education now. It's
She was also the preschool coordinator at something all children need to be healthy,

young adults.

St. Gregory's in Maryville.
Why did you become a teacher? | love What life lessons do you teach? | try
Kids — all ages. | enjoy the excitement that to teach honesty, responsibility, respect
they bring. and perseverance. | teach children to treat
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