	[image: image1.png]


                   
 Internet Searching and Web Page Evaluation Worksheet

	Student name(s): 1.      
	2.      

	Participation Points = 10 
	Score =        
	
	(To be filled in by professor or librarian)



Assistance
· You will be asked to raise your hand at various points while you are completing this assignment. The librarian or your professor will look over your work at that point and initial your worksheet. 

Choosing and Searching

Choose a search topic. Copy and paste the description of the topic you selected:      

Using at least two techniques in the same search, record your Google Advanced Search.  Do not use the same word in more than one box.  Do not copy-paste topic in the search box: 
(recommended … “all these words” and/or “this exact wording/phrase”)

all these words:      
this exact wording or phrase:      
one or more of these words:       (use for synonyms) 
any of these unwanted words:      
reading level:      
language:      
file type:      
search within a site or domain:      
Ask a librarian or your professor to examine your web page before advancing to the next section of this worksheet. Librarian or professor’s initials:      
Selecting a Web Page
From your search results, find a credible Web page on your topic.  Avoid choosing a page that is just a collection of links to other Web pages about your topic.  A credible Web page is identified by applying the criteria on Evaluating Web Sites. 


URL of Web Site Chosen: 
Title of the Web Site Chosen: 
Ask a librarian or your professor to examine your web page before advancing to the next section of this worksheet. Librarian or professor’s initials:      
Evaluating the Selected Web Page
Credentials




Do the author’s credentials (educational level, occupation experience) match the subject of the Web site and qualify them as experts in this field on your topic? Or is the sponsoring organization run by professionals qualified in this area of study or work?
In detail, where did you find the information about the credentials? For example, if you found the credential information on another page, list the URL where you found the information. If you found the credential information on a particular section of the page you choose (such as About Us or FAQs, etc.), describe where you found it.
Domain 



Which domain type is your Web page?

Choose one:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	.com or .net – Commercial & network domains include information promoting business

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	.edu or .org – Educational and organizational domains include materials supporting education

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	.gov – Government domains include statistics, public information, tourism, or historical data

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	.mil – Military sites include historical data and information about the armed forces


Contact Information





Contact information can be a phone number, postal address, or email address. Contact information may be available on the homepage or in the “About” section of the site. Where did you find the contact information? 
List one example of contact information found. 
Verification



Verification means checking the content of the page against other research.   Use method 1 or 2 below:

1. The reference list (i.e., a bibliography or Works Cited list of books and/or journal articles) legitimizes the content of the page. A list of related web links is not a reference list.   If a reference list is available, proceed to the next section entitled Bias. 


2. If the page lacks a reference list, go to Academic Search to locate an article that supports some aspect of your page. 

What is the title of the article? 
What information in the article supported content on your web page?  
Bias



 Determine if the page is unfairly biased by:

· An opinion, cause, or social agenda advocated without providing documented facts. 

· Advertisements not distinctly separated from the content. 

· The sponsor selling a product related to the content.

Is this site unfairly biased? Why or why not? Provide an example.
Date



The creation/updated date should be appropriate for the page content. 

What is the creation and/or updated date? 
Where is it listed? 
Why is this date appropriate for the content of this Web site? 
Relevancy



The information found at this site must support the purpose of your research. 

Explain why this site is relevant to your topic. 
Type of Web Page




What is the main focus of your Web page? Choose one: 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	informational/educational    

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  
	political  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   
	recreational

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	commercial


Explain why you chose your answer. 
Audience Characteristics:





What is the common interest, age, or gender of the group targeted by this site? 
Ask a librarian or your professor to examine your web page and this worksheet. Librarian or professor’s initials:      
PAGE  

