
1.There was a great turnout 
– and ideal weather – at this 
year’s Central Iowa North-
west Alumni golf outing at 
Briarwood Golf Course in 
Ankeny, Iowa.  

2. Terry Hamilton ’72, Cindy 
Schreurs Hamilton ’72, 
Janice Young Meyer and 
Jim Meyer ’71, members of 
the Central Iowa Chapter, 
enjoyed an evening at the 
Iowa Cubs baseball game.

3. Larry Brown ’62 and Jim 
Meadows ’62 attended 
the Southern Iowa Chapter 
meeting in June to hear Dr. 
Bob Boerigter, Northwest’s 
director of athletics, give an 
update on Bearcat sports.

4. Kansas City Chapter mem-
bers showed their support for 
Josh Lamberson, recipient 
of the Ken B. Jones Student 
Athlete of the Year Award, 
at the MIAA Spring Honors 
Banquet in Kansas City.
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Alumni chapter news
CENTRAL IOWA

The Central Iowa Chapter hosted a golf 
outing this summer at Briarwood Golf 

Course in Ankeny, Iowa, as well as a night at the 
Iowa Cubs baseball game. Chapter members also 
helped promote Northwest at the Iowa State Fair.
For more information about upcoming Central 
Iowa Chapter activities, contact Nick Wallace 
’00, chapter president, at  
nicholas.wallace@smithbarney.com. ■

SOUTHERN IOWA

The Southern Iowa Chapter hosted a social 
in Creston, Iowa, in June with more than 

60 alumni and friends attending. Dr. Bob 
Boerigter, Northwest’s director of athletics, was 
the special guest. The chapter also participated in 
several local parades during the summer. Several 
members returned to campus in September 
for a campus tour and a Bearcat football game. 
Anyone interested in this chapter’s activities 
should contact Joan Lynch Jackson ’65 at (641) 
785-2210. ■

KANSAS CITY

The Kansas City Chapter is pleased to provide 
Michelle Lauderback, a senior biologi-

cal psychology major from Lee’s Summit, the 
chapter’s first $500 scholarship. She was presented 
the scholarship at a reception honoring President 
Emeriti Dr. Robert P. Foster and his wife, Vir-
ginia. The reception, held at the new Northwest 
Kansas City Center in Liberty, welcomed the 
Foster’s to Kansas City as their new retirement 
home. 

In May, the chapter added six new board 
members: Brian Stewart, Mike Gates ’72, ’73, 
Pat Maiorano ’71, Joe Caraway ’70, Ron Ives ’62, 
Terry Day ’65 and Loree Sheldon Gentry ’94. 

The chapter also supported Gentry in her 
fundraising efforts for the Leukemia Society.  

In addition to its monthly “First Fridays” 
happy hours, the chapter members participated 
in several events this fall, including the Second 
Annual Chiefs/Broncos watch party at The Quaff 
in September and the Fall Classic at Arrowhead 
on Nov. 4. ■
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DALLAS

The kickoff for the Dallas Chapter was June 
23 at the Chammps Americana in Addison. 

Steve Sutton, Northwest’s director of alumni 
relations, presented the chapter with its official 
banner and gavel in granting the charter to the 
new chapter. About 30 alumni attended the 
event, including Joe Zelenz ’52, who also is a 
Northwest Alumni Association board member, 
as well as chapter officers Deb Tripp ’92, ’96 and 
Jennifer Fenner ’03. During the meeting, the 
chapter started a scholarship fund, conducted a 
raffle and sold custom T-shirts to heighten excite-
ment for the chapter. Many members expressed 
interest in giving their time toward community 
service in the Dallas area, so plans are being made 
for future volunteer events. ■

NEBRASKA/WESTERN IOWA

The monthly events continue for the 
Nebraska/Western Iowa Chapter on Thirsty 

Thursday (the first Thursday of every month) 
at the Old Chicago Restaurant in downtown 
Omaha’s Old Market area. Everyone is welcome, 
including current and former students, graduates, 
spouses, family and friends.

Chapter leaders request ideas for future events 
– even events outside of the immediate Omaha 
area. In the past few months, chapter leaders 
have been contacted by alumni in Beatrice and 
Lincoln, Neb., and Shenandoah and Sioux City, 
Iowa, as well as several other locations. If you are 
interested in helping with an event, please attend 
one of the regular monthly meetings in Omaha 
or e-mail dlmnw1985@yahoo.com. ■

BAND

Alumni Band Day was Sept. 2, and alumni 
gathered to visit friends and perform with 

the Bearcat Marching Band. The alumni joined 
the BMB for pregame and halftime perfor-
mances. Jack Williams ’74, ’90 directed the 
combined bands. Chapter president Bill Williams 
’76 led the chapter’s luncheon at the J.W. Jones 
Student Union. The Alfred E. Sergel III Scholar-
ship was awarded to Matt Willis, a trumpet 
player from Grain Valley. The C. Ward Rounds 
Scholarship is close to endowment. The day 
ended with a barbecue social with the alumni, 
BMB seniors and Kappa Kappa Psi seniors. The 
chapter sends a sincere thank you to Director of 
Bands Carl Kling. 

Band alumni also followed the BMB along the 
Homecoming parade route. ■
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5. Former Northwest 
President Dr. Robert P. Foster 
and his wife, Virginia, were 
honored at a reception at the 
University’s new Kansas City 
Center in Liberty.

6. Northwest senior Michelle 
Lauderback of Lee’s Summit 
was awarded a $500 scholar-
ship by the Kansas City 
Chapter.

7. Steve Sutton, director of 
alumni relations, presents 
Deb Tripp ’92, ’96, president 
of the Dallas Chapter, with 
the chapter gavel.

8. Members of the Dallas 
Chapter display the chapter’s 
new banner. The chapter was 
chartered June 23.

9. Larry Brown ’62, Judy 
Brown, Judy Hullman Kearns 
’64 and Allen Kearns ’62 
attended the Nebraska/West-
ern Iowa Chapter’s Thirsty 
Thursday at Old Chicago 
Restaurant.

10. Brian Cornelius ’99, Don 
Ferree ’99, Caley Balentine 
and Eric Dunlop ’88, mem-
bers of the Nebraska/West-
ern Iowa Chapter, enjoyed 
the food, drink and social-
izing at the chapter’s Thirsty 
Thursday event in downtown 
Omaha, Neb.

11. Carl Kling, director of the 
Bearcat Marching Band, Bill 
Williams ’76 and Jack Wil-
liams ’74, ’90 enjoyed 2006 
Band Alumni Day. 

12. Bill Williams ’76, Band 
Alumni president, con-
gratulates Matthew Willis, 
the recipient of the Al Sergel 
Band Scholarship.

13. Members of the St. 
Joseph Chapter await the 
start of the Apple Blossom 
Parade aboard the centen-
nial-themed Northwest float.
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The Northwest Alumni Association wants you! 
Refl ecting back on my fond memories 

of Northwest, whether I 
was walking to a class in 
Colden Hall, preparing a 
fl oat for Homecoming or 
cramming for a tough test, 
it seems that they occurred 
only yesterday. I’d bet many 
of you know exactly what 
I mean.

Those memories, a 
desire to connect with 
former classmates and an 
economical avenue to “give 
back” by volunteering my 

time to promote Northwest were 
my initial reasons for becoming 
involved with the Northwest 
Alumni Association. 

Are you wondering why you 
should become involved? There 
are many reasons. 

First, there are 12 local alumni 
chapters that need and welcome 
your involvement. In addition, 
in 2006 there were nearly 200 

alumni events, and if you were not able to attend 
an event last year, I hope time will allow you 
to do so in 2007. There is new awareness of 
alumni excitement on campus, and students have 
chartered Club Green, a Student Alumni Associa-
tion that fosters an early connection to Northwest 
alumni during collegiate years. Also, an easy way 
to become involved is to nominate outstanding 
Northwest alumni through the annual Alumni 
Awards Program. 

Visit the 
Northwest Web 
site specifi cally 
for alumni and 
friends at www.
nwmissouri.edu/
alumni. The site is 
being redesigned 
and will soon offer 
many new features 
to help you connect 
with your former 
classmates and stay 
informed about happenings at the University and 
with the Northwest Alumni Association.

Please trust me when I say the Northwest 
Alumni Association provides a wonderful oppor-
tunity to reconnect with former classmates and 
develop new Bearcat friendships of all ages while 
promoting our great university. 

The Offi ce of Alumni Relations, the Alumni 
Association Board of Directors and the local 
alumni chapters continue to work together to 
strengthen the commitment to provide oppor-
tunities that foster lifelong relationships for the 
advancement of the University, alumni, future 
alumni and friends. 

Please contact your local chapter or the Offi ce 
of Alumni Relations at (660) 562-1248 or 
alumni@nwmissouri.edu and get involved today.

Sincerely,

Kay Thomas ’71 
President, Northwest Alumni Association

Sincerely,

Kay Thomas ’71 

There are many reasons to join your alumni association

Northwest Alumni As so ci a tion 
2006-2007 Board of Directors

President 
Kay Thomas ’71, Blue Springs

Vice President 
Tim Sullivan ’75, Urbandale, Iowa

Past President
Greg Wilson ’85, Omaha, Neb.

Alumni Programs
Paula Northup Miller ’95, Mound City

Membership Comm. 
Chairperson
Vic Kretzschmar ’70 ’71, Hemple

Chapters Committee 
Chairperson
Vinnie Vaccaro ’73, Liberty

Members
Joe Zelenz ’52, Cedar Hill, Texas

Matt Borgard ’80, 
Downers Grove, Ill.

Mel Young ’67, Lincoln, Neb.
Hal Wilmarth ’69, Maryville
Steve Moss ’87, Columbia
Dave Snider ’80, ’83, Olathe, Kan.
Patty Bolin Roach ’71. St. Joseph
Paul Jennings ’75, Johnston, Iowa
Larry Maiorano ’69, Lenexa, Kan.
Neil Neumeyer ’98, Kansas City
Mike Zech ’86, Maryville
Jackie Lionberger Damiani ’71,

Edmond, Okla.

Ex-Offi cio Board Members
Orrie Covert, Vice President for 

University Advancement
Steve Sutton ’71, Director of Alumni 

Relations
Brenda Untiedt ’00, 

Alumni Relations Specialist 
Peggy Purdy, Accounting Specialist
Mike Faust ’74, Co-Chair, Annual 

Giving Committee
Mercedes Ramirez Johnson ’97, 

Co-Chair, Annual Giving 
Committee

MISSION:
 The Northwest Missouri State 

University Alumni Association fos-
ters lifelong relationships through 
initiatives and opportunities that 
advance the University and its 
alumni, future alumni and friends. 
The Offi ce of Alumni Relations 
staff and Northwest Alumni Asso-
ciation leaders are committed to a 
set of core values that support our 
mission, dictate our decisions and 
focus our behavior.

Cindy Pickerel, Jim Roach, Joan 
Lynch Jackson ’65 and Mark 
Pickerel ’76 broke out their cowboy 
boots and hats for this year’s 
Summer Bash Alumni Reunion in 
St. Joseph. 

Jonathan Miller ’92, Paula Northup 
Miller ’95 and Mark Stewart ’03, 
’06 gave it their best shot at 
karaoke.
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Award 
Nomination 
Deadline –

 Feb. 15, 2007

Alumni Awards call for 
nominations
 Northwest is honoring out-

standing individuals through 

its annual Alumni Association 

Awards program. Next year’s 

event will be Friday, Sept. 21, 

2007.

 Your nominations are 

essential to the 

process. Individu-

als nominated 

should 

personify the 

University’s tradi-

tion of excellence 

through their service and 

achievements. 

 Contact Brenda Untiedt, 

alumni relations specialist, 

for a nomination form at 

(660) 562-1248 or e-mail 

alumni@nwmissouri.edu. 

Distinguished Alumni Award
Recognizes Northwest alumni 
for their exceptional professional 
and personal achievement and 
extraordinary distinction in their 
chosen fi eld. 

Distinguished Emeritus 
Faculty Award
Recognizes a former faculty 
member for his or her outstanding 
teaching, service and/or research 
contributions at Northwest. 

Distinguished Faculty Award
Recognizes a present faculty 
member for his or her outstanding 
teaching, service and/or research 
contributions at Northwest. 

Honorary Alumni Award
Honors Northwest friends who 
have served, promoted and loved 
the University in the tradition of a 
loyal graduate. 

Turret Service Award
Acknowledges a graduate or 
former student whose signifi cant 
contributions of time and talents 
benefi t and promote the University 
and the Northwest Alumni 
Association. 

Young Alumni Award
Honors graduates of the last 
decade for their exceptional 
achievements in career, public 
service and/or volunteerism that 
bring honor to the University. ■

Alaskan Cruise Scrapbook

Hope you can join us on the next Tourin’ Bearcats excursion!

Merle Pierce, Barb Pierce and 
Bonnie White Sutton ’71, ’96 
enjoyed the scenery at Tracy 
Arm Fjord.

Gathering for a formal dinner were Melissa 
Dyche Nelson, Lewis Dyche, Steve Andes 
’77, Janet Wyman Andes ’69, Barbara Jane 
Alexander and Barbara Bosch Alexander 
’82, ’86.

All Tourin’ Bearcat travelers, including 
Northwest President Dr. Dean 
L. Hubbard, Bob Cotter ’65 and 
Steve Sutton ’71, director of alumni 
relations, were treated to a private 
reception aboard the ship.

Linda Sperry, Bonnie White Sutton ’71, ’96, 
Kris Teale ’91, John Teale ’73, Carol Twaddle 
and Melvin Twaddle ’54 visited a museum in 
Juneau.

Dick ’66 and Donna McLarney 
’69 Borchardt are all smiles as 
the ship cruises through the Tracy 
Arm Fjord.

Following the cruise, the Northwest 
crew loaded a bus and headed to the 
airport.

Linda Sperry, Bonnie White Sutton ’71, ’96, 

After being invaded by 115 Bearcats, Alaska 
may never be the same.

In early June, the group of energetic North-
west alumni and friends cruised Alaska’s Inside 
Passage as part of the Tourin’ Bearcats program. 
Port stops during the eight-day excursion were in 
Juneau, Skagway, Ketchikan and Victoria, B.C. 

Northwest President Dr. Dean L. Hubbard, 
his wife, Aleta, and several of their family 
members accompanied the tour group. Hubbard 
also addressed the Bearcat travelers during a 
Northwest cocktail party aboard ship.

“This was by far the best turnout we’ve had 
for a Tourin’ Bearcats trip,” said Steve Sutton, 
director of alumni relations. “I’m excited there is 
renewed interest in Northwest alumni and friends 
coming together and spending their vacations 
with each other. Plans are in the works for several 
more travel opportunities in the near future.”

For more information about upcoming 
Tourin’ Bearcats trips, contact the Offi ce of 
Alumni Relations at alumni@nwmissouri.edu or 
(660) 562-1248. ■


